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MEMOIRS OF 
MR. JOHN BANNISTER, COMEDIAN. 


oF rug DRORY-LANA COMPANT. 


Ts Gentleman is thé fon of Mr: Charle3 Bannifter—tlie pio- 
feffional merits of both are well known,and as univerfally ad- 
mired.) |, , 

Confideted apart from public life, the fubjeGt of thefe pages hag 
every right to every encomivm which we can pay to his private 
chataéter, as @ huiband, a father, and a fori ; and to the credit of 
our ftage be it faid, thany individuals at this period, rank high 
in the efteertt of the worthy for thofe virtues whieh adorn fociety 
and contribute to its real Happinefs. Averfe to panegyrick, we yet 
delight iti paying @ tribute to truth, éfpécially when that tribute 
proves the abfurdity of a remark---toé commonly held forth --tha¢ 
it is next to imapoffible to purfite aproper conduct antidit thé alluring 
diffipations of a theatrés  - 

Mr. Bannifter the elder, held a fituation under his father, in a 
public office, but very early in life his partiality for the ftage in- 
duced him to quit the defk; dulnefs, and confinement, to rove thé 
world at large, and in varied chsra€ers prefent to it, its own. pic< 
ture. Very early in life too, he chofe a partner to fhare with him 
its changes, its bitters, and its fweets. Our hero was the firft 
pledge of their affetion, and it is not more fingular than true, that 
mother a little time before his birth dreamed a dream wherein 
hisNo. 57. E in 
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in Comic-vifion fhe beheld an infant fon dancing a hornpipe upon 
Garrick’s head. Charles heard her relation with an approving {mile, 
and ina few weeks fhe prefented him with,as o’Keefe fays in his ex- 
cellent and interefting comedy (Wild Oats) a chubby little fellow, 
whofe mirthful countenance realized, in fome meafure, the image 
her imagination had raifed in the feafon of the night when Fancy 
reigns uncontrouled, and conveys the wretched to happinefs ; the 
rich to poverty ; the lover to blifs; and-the mprifoned wretch to 
liberty and life, until returning morn wakes them to reality ; 
which raifes as fate wills, the file of joy, or the tear of anguifh. 
At the age of four vears our young gentleman accompanied his fa- 
ther and mother to Ipfwich, where he made his firft eflay as Duke 
of York in Richard the Third, upon the fame ttage where Garrick 
played under a fictitious name. From Ipfwich Mr. Charles B annif- 
ter went to Norwich, where after playing fome time he vifited the 
Metropolis, and entered into an engagement with Foote, then 
Manager of the Haymarket Little Theatre. He had been enabled 
to give his fon a tolerable education, and our youth exhibiting an 
early genius for painting, and withing to follow that proteflion, his 
grandmother applied toa lady of her acquaintance, who recom- 
mended him to Garrick, to procure a proper matter, under whom 
he might ftudy. 

His patronefs took her litile friend to breakfaft with the Mo- 
narch under whom O/d Drury faw its beft days, who ttruck with 
his appearance, defired him to repeat fome paflages from his favou- 
rite Shakfpearee In which he acquitted himfelf fo well, as to. be 
honoured with the warm encomiums of his hearer, Garrick at thaz 
time was preparing, his. Maid of the Oaks, and wrote apart on 
purpofe fur young Bannifter, but which he declined accepting of 
givi -g for a reafon the many inftances of young people over-rating 
their infant talents, adding, that. he would rather be placed under 
Loutherburg. Mr. Garrick liftened to, and procured him his wilh 
and under that inimitable artift he remained for fix months---and 
louger might he have remained had not the painter fixed his mind 
upou a payment of two hundred pounds down, which propof:1Cha) les 
Banniter could not, at that time,conveniently liften to. Thus fituated 
it isno Wonder, that poor little John was often in fault, and as 
often in difgrace, One day he yot among the armoury, of which 
his maftcr had a colleétion from all parts.On this forbidden ground, 
cyirjofity led him to him infpect, and ill-fortune to misplace, damaye 
and destroy certain articles, amon thote formidable ftores of an- 
tiquity. Hisemployer was now tuoraughly difgufted and com- 
plaimedt to Garr ck, faying that his pupil was more fit to imitate 
nature vp the baurcs, then on canvas. Jwo Hundred Pouuds Was, 
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wanting to change this opinion, 7wo Hundred Pounds was not to 
be readilv procured, and his father took the offender home. 

And now like a generous friend, the lady before mentioned, de- 
termined herfelf to pay the fum required. But alas on her errand 
of benevolence, on alighting from her carriage; fhe fell down 
fpeechlefs and infenfible, in which ftate fhe remained two or three 
days and then expired. We quit this worthy charaéter with a line 
from the impreflive Young, ‘* how many fall as fudden, not as 
fafe \”’ 

Our youth now went to the Royal Acaderny where he drew 
for fome time, but ficding the cireumftances of his father rather 
confined, he availed himfelf of Mr. Garriek’s kind offer, who faid, 
** Ah I thought you’d come to me at laft.’””. Mr, G. then inftruc« 
ted him in the part of Dick in the apprentice, in which he ap- 
peared in the year 1778.From the variety it‘prefented Critics could 
form a judgment of the young actors comic and ferious powers, 
and Opinion went in favour of the latter. The following winter 
he performed Zaphna in Mahomet, to crouded atdiences, and in 
which he procured much applaufe. 

The town’s approbation was very pleafing, and equally fo was 
that of his Manager, to whom he paid fréqnent vifits at Hamptong 
where he rendered his prefence ftill more welcome, by his iinita- 
tions, of which the Mafter of the manfien was very fond, as he fet 
out himfelf in the fame way, 

At the time of the coalition of the Theatres, our hero played 
at Covent Garden Houfe Dovilus in Merope and Achmet in Barba- 
rola. The latter he performed on the evening of the day in 
which with great fiineral pomp his patron was borne to his graves 
Such a lofs was feverely felt by cur young actor, and he remained 
two or three feafons at Drury Lane Theatre without making any 
progtefs in fortune or int fame. 

Soon after the opening of the Haymarket Theatre under the 
government of the elder Colmian, he was engaged by that Gentle- 
man, and «ppeared in Mrs. Cowley’s excellent farce of Who’s the 
Dupe, in the part of Gradus, in which he fo delighted Parfons, that 
he called him his Sun---and thofe who have the pleafure of thefé 
gentlemens acquaintance know, that, to this day, they are firmly 
knitted in the bonds of triendihip, and that,;when fpeaking of each 
other, the terms Futher and Son are reciprocal. At a very trifling 
falary he remained for four or five years: At length the reins of 
Maliagerhent were put into the hands of Mr. King, who gave Mr. 
Bannifter an original part (Dabble in the Humourift). In our 
Memoirs of Mr. King, we perforiried a tafk, to us, the moft plea- 
Sng. We had to {peak of a man, and of a gentleman, ever ready 
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to encourage rifing merit, Such 4 character Mr. Bannifter was 
happy to find. To the kindnefs of Mr. King he was indebted to 
an increafé of profit as well as fame, as he raifed his falary, and 
recommended him to many parts in which he now ftands without a 
rival. 

About eight years ago Mr. John Bannifter married a Mifs Har- 
per, and we may be allowed to fay, withont the fmalleft imputation 
of partiality, that in this union he procured the crown of eartlily 
comfort in a good wife and a fenfible friend. Mr. Bannifter’s re- 
fidence is in Frith Street, Soho, his family confifts of one fon, and 
three daughters.. And the -party to whom we are indebted for 
thefe materials unite in faying, that in their eftimation, the duties of 
hufband and wife, of child and parent, cannot be more ftridily at- 
tended to, nor do they think that wedded life can exhibit a miore 
perfcét pattern of that order and that harmony which ought to 
mark every HOME. 

This is the lefs extraordinary when we confider that during the 
courfe of fourteen years, in which Mr. Bannifter has been engayed 
at the Theatres, he has not been concerned in any difpute with the 
Manager, or with hisbrethren. All the merit he poffefles as a fine 
ger is to be attributed to the inftructions of Mrs. Bannifter, whofe 
tafte, judgment, and execution, will ever be held in proper eftima- 


tion. 
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BY THOMAS BELLAMY. 
{ Continued from Page 12. ) 
YJ HE words of the iflander were too weighty for Ernefto te 
reply to, he owned their force, he owned that his heart re- 
ceived them, and turning a look on Albert, exclaimed, ‘Alas poor 
fhattered bark, thole waves have overwhelmed thee!?? The iflan- 
der advancing to the couch of Albert, faid, ** Encourage hope, 
my medicine will yet reftore him. — It is bleffed by that power who 
alone can give efficacy to the means of prefervation.” 

ComeSir,you are going with me,on the errand of love and pity. 
You are, ] think, prepared to meet the object which will demand 
both, or Iam once more deceived---aud that artful feemiing 
which I have been Jong eftranged from, has, at length, found its 
way to an abode to which! fondiy thought it would not have pre- 
fumed to purfie me.’? ‘* Why that unkind reflection,” faid Er- 


neito, ** have not I allowed your tendernefs towards Elvina de 
marded 
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panded mypraife, andnot my cenfure? Believe me, Sir, when I tell 
you that, like yourfelf, Ihave been long weaned from a world 
where virtue is too often infulted, where worth is wedded to mifery 
and where vice lords it with brazen frént, and in all the infolence 
of proud profperity tramples humble merit under foot. The 
iflander embraced Ernefto, faying, “« I cannot, I will not injure 
you by unjuft {ufpicions: Jet us now walk forth, and if in the wild 
fcenes which will foon meet your fight, you difedver the traits of 
a romantic mind, confider that Fancy to footh melancholy marked 
out the courfe of the filent ftream, and told the weeping willow 
where to kifs its glafly bofom, that Friendfhip whifpered,“‘here let 
the mound be raifed,”” and thatVirtue chofe the {pot where to de- 
parted worth are raifed the memorials of fimplicity. 

Leaving the manfion of peace they pafled through a grove 
of poplars, which rifing from a grateful bed fprung up in lofty 
columns, while their leafy honours excluded the mid-day fun, fo far 
as only to admit its yellow rays to ftreak the mofly ground, en- 
circled hereand there by the hand of Flora with ornaments which 
bade defiance to art, to rival in beauty or in fweets, A winding 
valley foon bring them toa temple formed of lattice-work, which 
was entirely hid from the fight by the feented honey-fuckle, the 
blufhing mofs- rofe, and the drooping lilly, intermingled with 
flowers of different defcriptions—Over the entrance were the fol- 
lowing lines. 
Ye fweets that deck this rural bower ; 

Ye colours that enchant the eye 
Soon will you feel the nipping hour, 
That bids your proudeft glories die ! 
Another fpring reftores your forms, 
To Beauty’s perfeét pattern true: 
But Man, onee nipt by wintry fterms, 
Another {pring fhall sever view 
Hark ! hark! how ful] the feathery choir, 
Chaunt their wild notes the boughs among 
More tuneful than the tutor’d lyre, 
More tuneful than the laboured fong, 
Trill on fweet tribe in many a varjed found, 
And heighten every charm that Zayly blooms around. 


The Iflander with a placid fmile, inclined his head, as Ernefto 
expreffed his fatisfaction after repeating the above lines in a man- 
ner that pleafed their benevolent and virtuous author.Proceeding on= 
ward, they reached aclofe walk where again the branhes of high 
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trees blending, formed a leafy canopy which even at mid-day, 
admitted only a faint twilight: while the ground, appesred as 
a velvet carpet of the moft beaatiful green. This penfive path 
led by an eafy defcent to a filent glade, in the middle of which 
appeared a beautiful grotto; its romantic form was reflecied ina 
bafon of water, that prefented its glafly furface. In its frout this 
charming and fecludedretreat was rendered ftill more picturefque by 
the luxuriant Willow, and the rich labernum, whofe drooping leaves 
dipped their green and golden honours in its transparent bofom. 
‘<Here” faid the conduétor of Ernefto, ‘¢« my Elvina,loves to retire 
Here, to her tuneful harp, fhe compofes her wild, and mournful 
ditties.» Hark! thefe founds tell me, fheis now touching the 
ftrings.——We will not yet interrupt the dear child, who will 
foon join the inftrument with a voice which is melody itfelf.” 

At the clofe of the fymphony, Elvina, in the following ftanzas 
fully juftified the opinion of her venerable friend. 


You afk why I murmer, and beat my fad breaft ? 
Ah! would that my forrows were only a dream, 
My woes dear companions deprive me of reft, 
As I figh near the willow that kiifes the flream. 


Near the fhade of that willow with Edward I rov’d, 
As the waves gentle ripple recciv’d the moon’s beam, 
*Twas firft by that willow he told me he lov’d, 
And its Jeayes all the while kifs’d the rivulets ftream. 


On the day that poor Laura was borne to the grave, 
My happinefs fled like a tranfient dream, 

F or alas! on that dav he was loft in the wave, 
But not near the willow that kiffes the ftream. 


A more boift’rous wave rock’d my Edward to fleep, 

*Midft thunders loud rattle, and light’nings gleam, 
And I dear companions for ever muft weep, 

With the willow that dips its fad leaves in the ftream, 
She fpoke, and the Virgins in forrow retit’d, 

While pale o’er the earth darted Cynthia’s beam ; 
But, ere morning return’d the poor maiden expir’d, 

By the fide of her willow that kiffes the ftream. 

Here the ‘ongftrefs paufed, while the echo of her plaintive 
ftrains died away into ftill and impreffiye filence. * With your 
permiffion ” faid the reclufe “* We will not advance together ; the 
abrupt appearance of a ftranger would be improper, we will] pur- 
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fue our way to the grove of Contemplation, and on our return I. - 
will tee my daughter and prepare her for your reception.”? With- 
in the grove, which prefented the charms of rural and refined 
tafte, a temple was raifed to Coutemplation: a rurning ftream 
glittered to the partial rays of a fetting fun, and Ernefte {ecmed 
wrapt in filent admiration. Over the doors of the temple Ex- 
nefto read the following infcription. 


Here, in deep fhades, purfue my filent ftream, 
Here on my ever verdant banks repofe, 

And here indulge the vifionary dream, 
That fteals the aching heart, from varied woes. 


Dear are thefe fcenes to Contemp!ation’s eye, 
Here downcaft Melancholy dwells retir’d, 

Here gently breathes her fweetly murm'ring figh ; 
And mournful roves, by penfive themes infpir’d 


But if dark purpofes inyade thy breait, 
Or yellow Envy, with her poifon’d dart 
Has every nobler faculty oppreft 
And with her deadly gall, impreg’nd thy heart :———- 
Far from thefe portals bend thy haplefs way, 
No child of pallid guilt, muft here prefume to ftay. 


After wandering for a time in the grove, Ernefto propofed re- 
turning, and expreffed a wifh to vifit Albert before his introduct- 
ion to Elvina: his companion complied with his defire, and mea- 
furing back their fteps they re-entered the cottage, the picturefque 
fimplicity of which, was rather inereafed than leffened in the fight 
of Ernefto, by his viewing objects more finifhed, but net more 
attractive in his eftimation. They found Albert fomewhat recover- 
ed his fenfes were reftored, but a fixed dejection fill fat on his 
brow: the attendant, who had watched him during the {pace of 
infenfibility, had informed him, that, he was among friends ; 
and at the the appearance of his humane hoft, he attempted to 
rile, but was preventedk———The venerable appcarance of the If- 
lander, created an awe within the breaft of Albert. The 
goodnefs of his heart rendered his afpect, open. and commanding; 
while the guilt, which oppreffed that of Albert, made his coupte- 
nance appear failen and dejected. A few dayselapfed, when Al- 
bert was fufficiently recovered to join his friends in their walks. 


To be continued. 
RETROSPECT 
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RETROSPECT OF PROCEEDINGS 
OF 


BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 





Consistent with the plan we have adopted, and agreeable to 
our promife, we refume our Retrofpect of Parliamentary Pro- 
ceedings, in which we fhall be careful to obferve the firiite/? im- 
partiality. This is, indeed, a difficult tafk ; but fince the na- 
ture of the Britifh Conjiitution is now well underflood, and the 
liberty it proteds become too fecure to be thaken by infiduous Mi- 
niflers, or temporary Patriots, we fhall always devote the 
pages allotted for this department, to the faire/t reprefentation 
of facts and arguments, which fhall occur in the courfe of the 
Seffion. However, we would not be underfiood as intending to 
record all the Debates of either Houfe of Parliament ; but to re- 
vetain fo much of their merit and importance as may render this 
Work valuable, as well for monthly information, asfor accurate 
record, and future reference. 





Second Seffion of the Seventeenth Parliament of Great Britain. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
TUESDAY, Jan. 316 


T three o’clock his Majefty being in his Royal Robes, feat 
. on the Throne, Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentleman Ufher_ of 
the Black Rod, was fent with a Meffage from his Majefty to the 


Houle of Commons, commanding their attendance in the Honfe of 
Peers. The Commons being come thither, his Majefty thus ad- 
drefled them. 


“* My Lords and Gentlemen, 
‘¢ The many proofs which you have given of your affe“tionate 


attachment to My Perfon and family, leave me no doubt of your 
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participating in the fatisfaation which I derive from the happy event 
pf the Marriage which has been celebrated between My Son, the 
Duke of York, andthe Eldeft Daughter of My good Brother and 
Ally the King of Pruffia : And I am perfuaded J may expeé your 
cheerful concurrence in enabling Me to make a fuitable provition for 
their Eftablifhment. 

<¢ §'nce I laft met you in Parliament a definitive Treaty has 
been concluded under my Mediation, and that of my Allies the 
King of Pruffia, and the States General of the United Provinces, 
between the Emperor and the Ottoman Porte, on principles whicla 
appear the beft calculated to prevent future difputes between thofe 
Powers. 

«¢ Our intervention has alfo been employed with a view to pro- 
mote a pacification between the Emprefs of Ruffia and the Porte ; 
and conditions have been agreed upon between us and the former 
of thofe powers, which we undertook to recommend to the Porte, 
as the re-eftablifhment of Peace, on fuch terms as appeared to be, 
under all the exifting circumftances, a defireable event for the ge- 
neral intereft of Europe. I am in expectation of fpeedily receiving 
the account of the conclufion of the definitive Treaty of Peace, Pre- 
liminaries haying feme time fince been agreed upon between thofe 
Powers. 

«< | have directed copies of the Definitive Treaty between the 
Emperor and the Porte, to be laid before you, as well as fuch Pa~ 
pers as are neceflary to fhew the Terms of Peace, which have been 
under difcuffjon during the negociation with the Court of Peterf- 
burgh. 

“ regret that Iam not yet enabled to inform you of the ter- 
mination of the War in India: but the fuccefs which has’ already 
attended the diftinguifhed bravery and exertions of the officers and 
troops under the able conduct of Lord Cornwallis, and the recent 
advices from that quarter, afford reafonable ground to hope that 
the War may be fpeedily brought to an honourableconclufion. 

“© The friendly affurances which I receive fram foreign powers, 
and the general ftate of affairs in Europe, appear to promife to my 
fubjects the continuance of their prefent tranquility. Under thefe 
circumftances I am induced to think that fome immediate reduction 
may fafely be made in our naval and military eftablifhments; and 
my regard for the interefts of my fubjeéts renders me at all times de- 
firous of availing myfelf of any favourableopportunity to diminifh 
Public expences, ° 


*¢ Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
*¢ Tt will, I am perfuaded, give you great fatisfaction to learn, 
that the extraorbinary expences incurred in the courfe of laft year, 
, have 
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have, in @ great meafare, been already defrayed by the Grants of 
the Seifion. The ftate of our refources will, I truft, be found 
more than fufficient to provide for the remaining part ot thofe ex- 
pences, as wel] as for the current fervice of the year, the eitinuates 
for which I have direéted to be laid before you. 

«< J entertain the pleafing hope, that the reductions which may 
be found practicable in the eftablifhments, and the continued eu 
creafe of the Revenue, will enable you, after making due provifioa 
for the feveral branches of the public fervice, toenter upon a fyitem 
of gaadually relieving my fubjects from fome part of the exifting 
taxes, at the fame time giving additional efiicacy to tie plan for 
the reduction of the national debt, on the fuccels of which our fu- 
tureeafe and fecurity effentially depend. 

«¢ With a view to this important object. let me alfo recommend 
it to youto turn your attention to the confideration of {uch mea~- 
fures as the {tate of the funds, and of public credit, may render 
practicable and expedicnt towards a reduction in the rate of intereft 
of any of the Annuities which are now redeemable. 

“ My Lords andGentlemen, 

*¢ The continued and progreflive improvement in the internal fitu- 
ation of this country will, Jam confident, animate you in the 
puriuit of every meafure which may be conducive to the pnblic inter- 
eft. It muft, at the fame time, operate as the ftrongeft encou- 
ragemeut to a fpirit of ufefmlinduftry, amoug all clafles of my fub- 
jects, and, above all, muft confirm and increate their fteady and 
zeslous attachment to that conftitution, which we have found, by 
Jong experience, to unite the ineftimadle bleilings of liberty and or- 
der, and to which, undrr the fayour of providence, all our other 
advautagesare principally to be afcribed.”” 

“© His Majefty having withdrawn, and the Peers unrobed, the 
Lord Chancellor read the Speech from the Woolfack. 

Lord Cheflerfreld, reczpitulated the heads of the f{peech, and 
moved an Addrefs of Thanks to the King. Seconded by Lord 
Mulgrave. 

Lord Stormont made a few ftriéures on the Ruffian Peace. 

The Addrefs was then carried nem con, 

Lord Grenville moved a Congratulatory Addrefs to the Queen, 
on the Duke of York’s inarriage—Ordercd. 

WEDNESDAY =Their Lordfhips refolved to proceed in the trial 
of Warren Haftings, Efq. on Tuefday the 14th inftant. 

The report of the Addrefs was prefented by the Earl of Chefter- 
field; after which their Lordfhips adjourned, in order to preient it 
to his Majefty. 

Adjourned to Tuefday next. 





The 
To be continued. 
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THE LIFE AND AMUSEMENTS OF 
ISAAC BICKERSTAFFE, Funior. 
BOOK Vil. CHAP, I. 
The main purport of this Work, 


“ROM the manner in which this work has been condutted, it 
has never been very clear to many readers to what purpoie it 
is written. I fhall now reveal the fecret. 

When Laurencr STERNE, of facetious and fentimental me- 
mory, commenced that curious book, entitled Life and Opinions of 
TrisrraM SHANDY, it was his intention to expofe and ridicule 
certain ivftems of education, and to have pointed out, in the con- 
duct of Mr. Shandy, what he conceived to be the moft rational code, 
if I may fo term it, of Englifh Education. 

But the comical whimficality of the faid LAURENCE STERNE,pre- 
vented him from carrying that defign into execution ;and as he more 
frequently wrote from the heart than the head, inftead of the fyf- 
tem he propofed, we were prefented with what we have of Tvi/lram 
Shandy. 

This defign, neverthelefs, was very admirable * and we may per- 
ceive in the work—fcintillations of his genins for ridicule ; and it 
is much to be lamented that he did not proceed farenough to give 
us his idea of a complete and tinifhed education. 

Now that the various modes of education purfued in this country 
will admit of much cenfure, cannot be denied. And for this rea- 
fon, many preter a private to a public education. On this fubject 
Mr. Bickerttaffe had written much, and thought more; and I have 
great reafon to believe that fome of his fentiments on the fubjet, 
bya certain cafualty came into the poffeflion of thefame Mr. Sterne, 
who, it feems, meaning to decorate them with his incomparable 
wit, and beautiful digreffions, intended to produce a book that 
fhould be univerfally read, and a fyftem of education univerfally 
admired, But, 

4las, poor Yoricx! 

Thou didft not live to accomplith what thy geuius had fuggefted. 
Thy warm heart, leading thee into a theufand eccentricities, and 
thy fociable temper, and yielding difpofition giving way to the tem- 
perature of the moment, led thee far aftray from fy{tems and fy{tem- 
mongers; and thou gave us the flights of thy fancy, rather than 
the refult of thy fcience, 

Amon 
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Among the papers of the Bickerftaffe family, from which this 
work is chiefly compiled, I have difcovered hints for thts fyftem of 
education ; and plaiuly perceive to what purport the ingenuity of 
Sterne had devoted them. 

What Sterne left unfinifhed, it is the bufinefs of this work to ace 
complifh. The faftidious critick may commence his {narling. But 
if he conceives that I have any defign to ‘emulate Laurence Sterne, 
he is miferably miftaften. The ‘* Life and Amuiements of J/aac 
Bickerftaffe, Junior.” compared with the ‘* Life and Opinions of 
Triftram Shandy,” wili be but as Tom Thumb’ on a shelf with Tom 
Fones. But this, poflibly; may be an advantage in my favour, as 
fuiting more with the tafte and capacity of the time. 


( To be continued, ) 








LINDORAC ano ORIALCA, 
AN INDIAN TALE. 


BY MR. FRANCIS WALSH, JUNe 


HE deftru@ion of the native Monarchies in America, and the 
political inconveniences, and misfortunes, which were the 
confequences of the eftablifhment of the Spanifh dominion in that 
quarter of the globe. have been fo fzelingly and fo beautifully pour- 
trayed by the faithful pen of that eloquent hiftorian, Robertfon, 
and other writers upon the fame fubject, that it would betray the 
preateft degree of prefumption in any one to attempt at again difplay- 
ing thofe various cruelties and enormities, which have been fo fully 
expatiated upon by thofe much admired authors, even, if he were 
ever fo much qualified for the task by his natural and acquired 
abilities; what then would be my fate if I were to attempt at 
writing upon fuch a theme, who have not fufficien: :nformation 
ripon the fubje&, ‘nor genius enough to fupply the deficiency ? 

If I were required to recommend any hiftoric writings to the 
perufal of the fpeculative hiftorian, I fhould moft certainly exert 
all my influence to recommend the hiftory of America, as furnifh- 
ing a fource of entertainment and inftruétion fcarcely to be met 
»with in any pther performance of the kind; the almoft unpare 
ralled fufferings of the unfufpecting and ingenuous Montezuma in 
Mexico, and the horrible flaughter of the innocent, weak, and 
credulous Peruvians in Peru, furnifh fuch examples of American 


tonfidence, and European infamy, as are not to ke met with in 
he 
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the annals of any other country ; and though I am not equal to the 
task of giving a general hiftory of the occurrences on the wefterm 
continent, I truft I fhall be excufed if I attempt to delineate one 
of thofe domeftic {cenes of misfortune which was occafioned by 
the unprovoked attack of Certez and his affociates. 

It is a fad pretty well eftablifhed, that previous to the invafiort 
of Mexico by that bold and enterprizing commander, the inhabi- 
tants of that kingdom lived in uninterrupted felicity, happy in the 
government of a good and generous monarch, and relying in all 
their difputes and differences upon his determinations, as the facred 
oracles of truth. The people, deftitute of thofe laws which the 
refinements of civil {ociety, and the confequent luxury and diflipa- 
tion of thofe who form that fociety, render eflential to the peace 
and good order of the community, lived in a ftate of harmlefs fe- 
curity, unmolefted by the ravages of foreign intruders, or the more 
fatal contentions of domeftic difcontent ; every man’s houfe was 
indeed his caftle, and the life of the monarch was dearer to every 
one of his fubjeéts than even the exiftence of himfelf.— 

Previous te the invafion of Mexico by the Spanifh depredator, 
a young man, high in the favour of Montezuma, and who had been 
the firft perfon to whom he had applied m any doubtful cafe, 
which his fituation required him to determine, and inevery difficulty 
in which the monarch himfelf was individually involved, had re 
tired from the refidence of his fovereign to a remote part of the 
kingdom, in order to be united to a lovely female whom he had 
long tenderly efteemed, and on whofe conftant affeétion he had re- 
lied for a recompenfe for all his troubles and fatigues. It was only 
the evening preceeding the day on which he was to have been 
bleffed with the perfon of this beloved female that he was firft in- 
formed of the diftreff’s to which Montezuma was reduced by the 
fuccefsful progrefs of Cortez. Thole only who are capable of feeling 
the force of friendfhip and of love will be able to judge of the emo- 
tions of the amiable youth when thofe diftreffes were communi- 
cated to him; the friendfhip he bore to his fovereign prompted 
him immediately to repair to his affiftance, yet the affection he felt 
for his Orialca, folicited him to retard his departure, and forget 
the misfortunes of his friend in the arms of a beautiful and amiable 
female. In this dilemma he was diftracted on what to determine, 
and would perhaps have remained uncertain till it was too late to 
afford effectual affiftance to his country, kad not Orialca at that 
moment entered the apartment, in which he was deliberating. 
‘* What” faid fhe, with a fimplicity which marks the character 


-of what is called barbarous Nature, “ What-is the matter with my 
Lindorae 
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Lindorae. Has he any tronbles of which I am not to be in- 
formed; thall his brow be contracted with grief, aud fhall I be 4 
ftranger to his forrows.—-You love me not.—Youi pla.e no con- 
fidence in your Orialca.”’ «*O my adorable Orialca,”’ replied the 
worthy and affectionate lover, ** you Know not the love thst I fet 
for you ; it is you that are the caufe of my diftrefs.” <« I caufe 
your diftrefs,” returhed fhe, ‘* how can you fay fo.—1 would make 
your heart glad—} would make it dance for joy.---You do not 
love me---you only tell me fo, elfe you would acquaint me in 
what 1 have offended, and then I might repair that offence.”— 
«© Charining girl,’’ exclaimed the ardent admirer’, * you have never 
offended, it is impoflible that you ever fhonld, itis not you, but our 
unhappy fates that are the caufe of my inquietude, tothem I mutt at« 
tribute my diftrefs.”"—-He then proceeded to relate the difficulties 
jn which his fovereign was involved, but concladed with aiirming 
that he would kave all for love, and that he was determined, not- 
withftanding the accumulated diftrefles of Moritezuma, to remain 
xtith his beloved Orialca.” * No” replied the lovely Heroine, ‘< it 
fhall never be faid that the wailings ofa woman conquered the 
cottrage of a brave, and hitherto, invincible warrior.—Whiat 
shall the gale which I had hoped would have been perfumed with 
the blemelefs vows of virtnous affeGion be tainted with the news of 
your becoming a perfidious friend ?—Go, I charge you, my beloved 
Lindorac, inftantly repair fo the affiftance of Montezuma, and 
endeavour to extrieate your fovereign and your friend from the dif- 
ficulties with which he is ftrrounded, fo fhall you become more 
worthy of that affection which you havefaid you are ambitious of 
obtaining, and if your efforts to repel the hoftile invaders fhould 
prove fuccefsfal, you will return with additional claims to my fa- 
your, and vou will experience that happinefs which, as a faithlefs 
friend you never could expedt.”” 
( Fo be continued ) 








THE BRITISH BARONS. 

RY THOMAS BELLAMY. ,; 
N entering’ the pidure gallery, the gentle Emily exclaimed, 
« What an ef-éing fubjeét is here!’’ Cornelia replied, 
“ think vou omy chi!” “ I muft think fo or want a heart. 
What difrett, and anguith in that countenance, and the partners of 
her divht, fee how they look up aid feem to thare her terror and 
her orrow; are they not her'children?” ‘* They are the pertect 
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images of her children, at leaft to me they appear fo,” ‘‘ and is that 
the perfect image of their mother?’’*<It is meant to be fo myEmily.” 
«« Then they muft have loved her! what dignity in that form; 
what goodnefs in that face!’? Cornelia was affected, and to hide 
her emotion turned towards the window. Lady Margaret joined her 
there and admired the extenfive landfcape. Wood and water, hill 
and dale, difposed by Nature’s owi hand prefented a {cene formed 
to fill a ferious mind with admiration, a diftant view of the fea, be- 
yond which appeared a range of majeftic mountains,whofe blue fum- 
pierced the clouds, and terminated the charming picture.- --Before 
they quitted the galleryEm'ly repeatedly turned back to contemplate 
the filent objeéts which had fo deeply engaged her attention. 

Condu@ing her guetts into her library, confifting of the works of 
piety---‘* Here faid Cornelia, | fit, and think, and weep ; this lofty 
roof and thefe painted windows give a penfive gloom that accords 
with the feelings uf a heart long e:tranged from th: world. Here un- 
interrupted and retired I dedicate my waining life to that Being who 
in alittle time will exchatige earthly affliction, for heavenly felicity. 
Ifthe relation of a life checquered as mine has been, is worthy 
your attcntion, I feel a with to engage it.---The fcene your Emily 
beheld with fuch emotion is a production from memory. Dear 
in that memory where the beloved babes; whofe likenefs is there 
traced by the hand of a forrowing mother, to whom they are 
loft for ever.”” Lady Margaret paid Cornelia a compliment on 
her imitative ikill. ‘* It was an early propenfity,’’ fhe replied, 
‘* which my father indulged. But little did I think in thofe 
happy days, that to a ‘kill which I gained from the firft maf- 
ters, I fhould ftand indebted for fo fad amemorial as you have been 
pleafed to commend in terms fo grateful to the unworthy ar- 
tift,—— 

“¢ Sir Edward Harcourt in his perfon elegant, but in his heart 
perfidions, came to the caftle of my father, fought my hand, and 
obtained it. From that day I became wretched. I had formed 
an union with a man of ruined fortune, and licentions manners. 
The difcovery broke my father’s heart. For feven weary years 
I lived with my tyrannic lord in a coutinual {late of anxiety and 
alarm, for his temper was violent, and his anger dreadful. The only 
fon of Sir Owen Seymour, long the obje@ of his hatred, became at 
length its viétim Ata banquet given by the father,the caufe of en! 
mity was revived, a conteft enfued, and in the ftruggle Sir Edward 
plunged his too ready dagger into the heart of as fine a youth 
as ever hleffed an illuftrious parent. —His only child thus murdered, 
the kindred of Sir Owen enraged and flufhed with wine, inftantly 
difarmed my vindiétive and wretched huiband. From a window of 
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eur caftle I faw him dragged towards it —by a party whofe exe- 
crations filled the air—they were followed by attendunts bea- 
ring torches, which were to light the flames of ruin. 

The few domeftics that where in the caftle attempted not to refcne 
their mafter, whom alas they had long detefted :they all fled except 
three, who bore tiie fenfelefs to a private dungeon, fo fituated as to 
evade the ftriéteft fearch. But though hid from fight, its trembling 
inmates{could diftin@ly hear every word which was uttered. In a lit, 
tle time J recovered ; my babes were Weeping over me, and my taith- 
ful attendants faid all they could to footh my angtii{h.---1 infifted 
on knowing the worft, and learned that difappointéd in not finding 
his wretched wife and offspring, they told Sir Edward, their ven- 
feance was not yet fatisfied, that afier he ladfallen a victim to their 
juft revenge, their daggers fhould remain unfheathed until the 
deftruétion of his name and family were ¢ompleted. The dying 
groans of Sir Edward fucceeded the dreadful threat. We foon were 
taught by the crackling of the flames whith were confuming the 
cattle, the horrid ufe they had made of their torches. Our fmal! and 
comfortlefs abode was inclofed all round by walls of great thick4 
nefs,notwith{tanding which concealed openings were fo artfully con- 
trived, that the ear received, as I befote-obferved,the {malleft found 
from without. Till it was dead of night we Tay conéealed, and 
then my faithful friends told me to follow them. We proceeded 
along a windingand dark paflage, at the end of which a few ftone 
tteps led to a trap-door faftened with ftrong bolts, letting down 
which they moved a large {tone which formed part of the pavement 
of the middle court. On that pavement we now ftood and beheld a 
fcene fo full of horror, that my heart at this moment fhrinks from 
the recolleétion---figure to yourfelfa manfion which for extent and 
grandeur had bat few equals, with nothing but its naked walls re- 
maining, and thefe, here and there, prefenting dreadful chafms 
where parts had given way to the deftruétive conflagation. Mafly 
beams yet uncontumed fending forth flames which gleamed in rays 
of horror irom fhattered caftements, chequering the pavement 
wheréon we {tood. But why do I fay ‘figure to yourfelf!’ You can- 
not figure what was awtul beyond imagination to picture or words 
to exprets.--- You cannot pidure the terror of the Heavens above, in 
conjunéiion with the devaitaticn on the earth beneath! Poor tremb= 
Jing and difmayed objects, none can tell, and none conceive the {tate 
of our minds. Now dhuddering at the found of the falling towers. 
Now alarnied by the pealing thunder---and now appalled by the li- 
vid lightuing! 


( Yo be continued, ) 
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THE CONTENTED CURATE, 
BY MR. CHARLES DIBDIN, 


$1R; ; 
ATHERING comfort from the divine anfwer to my queftion, * 

J which came from the only fourcé where men are to expect 
teal confolation, I prefently feli afleep on the margin of the brook. 
Having flept, by my beft computation,about three hours, I was all 
ona fudden awcke by two men, who very rudely pulled me by 
the arm. Starting up, I aiked in gfeat preturbation, what was the 
matter. They anfwered, I {hould know when I came to the houfe 
of correétions; It was in vain that I protefted my innocence, and 
that I kad committed no crimé to induce fuch treatnient of me. 
They accufed me of being a thief, and began to fearch me; when, 
to my utter confufion and aftonilkinent, they pulled a table-fpoon 
out of my pocket. 

J was now taken before a magiltrate, a moftdmiableman. He 
exainined me with great caution and concern; exhorting me to 
confefz all my enorntities, and {0 réceive that favour both from 
God and maui, through the only means by which I could deferve 
it. Unfortunately, I had almoft faid; for me I had no enormities 
to confefs; and this the good juftice very reafonably conftrued 
into obftinacy and perverfenefs, he, with feveral reproaches, made 
out my miittius, and-! was well conducted to prifon. 

My accufation was, that I had flolen this fpoon, together with 
other articles which were mifling, out of thie bifhop’s kitchen. 
One of the helpers who appeared againft me {wore he had feen it 
in my hand, and I have already faid that thofeé who apprehended 
me fotind it in my pocket, How it came there really f do not 
know. I certainly remember to have feen, while I was in the 
butler’s pantry, a great profufioii of plate, and I think I did look 
at one of the f{poons, to notice the arms, which, as there was 
fome confanguinity bétween our families, were fomething like 
thofe of my father; but I proteft moft folemnily I carefully laid it 
down again; and, unlefs fome fpoon fell accidentally into my poc- 
ket, I moft ferioufly affure you I am totally at a lefs how to ac- 
count for its being there. 
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As to the ot] er articles that were mifling, I had no doubt but, 
upon a proper fearch, they would be all found again. I had there- 
fore no remedy but patience. Finding however, when I came to 
the jail, that I muft part with r:y coat beeaufe I could not give 
the'poor wretches who furrounded me what they cal} garnifh, I 
mutt confefs my fortitude forfook me, and burfting into a flocd of 
tears, | began again to murmur at fuch accumulations of unmerited 
treatment. 

As I ftood ftupified with terror and amazement in a corner of 
this dreary place, which the clanking of chains and the frightful 
faces around me converted into fomething, in my idea, more fhoek 
ing and terrific then all I had read of of Tartarus itfelf, two fiends, 
fer fo I almoft thought them, came to load me with fetters. f 
bore this addition to my fhame with very little murmuring, and 
only complained that the fetters were very heavy for my tender 
age. One of them anfwered that they were too light for a hang- 
gallows rafcal without money like me. 

I replied that poverty was no crime, and was going further, 
with a view to move their compaffion, but a fter. look prevented 
me. It immediately ftruck me that thefe men were doing ‘heir 
duty, and that it was blamable in me to divert them from it. 
Their hearts were, no doubt, open to pity, as well as the ‘hearts 
of others; and it was proper that they fhould not yield to the 
dictates of their feelings. The law has wifely ordained that men 
upon certain occafiens, fhould be deprived of their liberty. The 
impoflibil ty of knowing the heart of man, fometimes leads juftice 
into error, and co.founds innocence with guilt. Of this fact I 
was my{lf an unfortunate proof. But this could not be eftablifhed 
but by a fair trial; therefore, did thefemen, from mere humanity, 
liften to every artful tale, fabricated only as an appeal to their 
compaffion, they muft either go mad at the mere reflection that 
mankind are involved in fo much mifery, or elfe they muft violate 
their duty, and give all the prifoners their liberty. 

Thus ! argued with myfelf, and was confirmed in this chari- 
table belief by the recolleétion of many inftances, wherein I had 
remarked that there are men who are by cuftom dead to every 

fenfe of fecling in their profeffion, and yet have the beft hearts in 
the world. Nor has this obfervation unfrequently occurred to me 
fince. I declare 1 know a butcher who is a conftant and affectionate 
hufband, a fond and indulgent father, and a faithful and attentive 
friend. Ihave known him relieve the diftrefs of others, and I 
have feen him in his domeftic duties. Ihave feen him fondle his 
children with all the fufceptible delight of tender fenfibility ; and 
yet, 





oom ef o6 Gt C2 Gh Oe ce te eee 2 Gee Oe 


ee ae ae a ae 


~ -~ A 


ea = #4 fF we mt bee MO ee 8 


Selected Profe. 63 


yét, fo calmly and with fo much eafe does he fet about it, that I 
fincerely believe that man has a pleafure in killing a lamb. 

1 fhall not take up your time in recounting what paffed in the 
prion, except what immediately relates to myfelf. I fhall only 
fay that every fociety isa kind of microcofm, and exhibits the 
world and all its viciffitudes. Had I been inclined to commence 
graduate in the fchool of infamy, I might, in this place, have 
gone through its whole courfe fyftematically. So little; however; 
did I deferve the harfh opinion which the worthy bifhop was taught 
by my enemies to entertain of me, that, though I ftored up every 
leffon of vice I heard, yet, as it was only upon the fame principle 
that we notice hemlock and nightfhade, to prevent our being pois 
foned by them} or, as a mariner learns the fituation of a buoy to 
avoid a quickfand, fo I may venture to fay I am a better, a wiler; 
and a happier man for this temporary misfortune; for the mi- 
fery of others taught me compaflion, their wickednefs was a warn- 
ing to me, and a knowledge of their guilt, compared with my in- 
nocence, diffufed over my mind a cheerful confcioufiefg that my 
lot, though unfortunate, had not guilt to imbitter it. 

Nor, upon my word, afterall, if we fift human nature to the 
bottom, is there fo much atrocity in the conduct of thieves as is 
generally imagined. A highwayman aifured me that the money 
he had ftolen was only obtained with a view to relieve the prefling 
neceffities of a young lady, whom he had protected from the infults 
of her feducer; whofe cruel treatment of her had nearly forced her 
to go on the town. This young creature, whofe name was Mifs 
Mazzard, he affured me was’ a moft amiable woman, and he, as 
a man of feeling, ventured his life for her :—with the pureft inten- 
tions however, for he had formed a refolution, if he had not been 
taken up, of returning every {fhilling of the money. 

A houfe-breaker faid he was ruined by a man who had obtained 
an execution againft him upon a bond into which he entered to re- 
lieve another. That thus his furniture was fold, his fide-board 
ftript, and the bed taken from under him, for a debt not his owns 
’ His total ruin was the confequence. Thus, according to his nar- 
row ideas, he argued that as the law had committed a theft gp him— 
for if there was any thing in Iaw that implied equity, he did not 
owe the money—he had determined to bid defiance to the law, and 
commit depredations upon others. He knew the forfeit-- he was 
ready to pay it ; and would rather pay it than live a beggar, the 
confequence of legal ruin. 

In fhort, there was not a crime but he who committed it had 
fome left-handed mode of reafon to offer in its excufe ; and, as alk 
meii argue from the ftock of inteHeés they poffels, and as it ever 
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was my cuftom to pay the minuteft attention to every opinion, 1 
really, after liftening to thefe men, did not find them---the in- 
tentiyn confidered---fo much i,volved in guilt as misfortune. 
I dhall refume this fubjeét fhortly, and am, in the mean time. 
Yours, 


THE CONTENTED CURATE. 


(To be continued. ) 
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NATURAL, ECONOMICAL, and LITERARY, 


Made in a Tour from LONDON to the LAKES, 
In the SUMMER of 1791. 
Lerrer V. 
Dear Sir, 

eee Warrington we proceeded up the Duke of Bridgwater’s 
Canal, failing over roads and rivers, till we arrived at Wor- 
fley, where it enters the earth. Ina long narrow boat we were 
pufhed up this fubterraneous paflage ( juft wide enough for the boat) 
above a mile, when we arrive at the place where the place ‘where 
the colliers are working. Several other paffag-s lead from this 
principal one into different parts of the mountain, and receffes cut 
in the rock fufter one boat to pafs another, In this fingular voyage 
it is almoft impoflible to believe one’s felf in motion—the rocky 
paflage, arched with brick, feems to be flying"from you, and makes 
the head dizzy ; and in returning, the diftant entrance looks like 
a bright ftar. After paffing an hour in darknefs (only broken by 
a {mall taper), the light becomes too brilliant for the eye---every 
object fhines with uncommon fpilendour, till we repafs Barton- 
Bridge, where veftels navigating the {rwell pafs under thofe navi- 
gating the Canal. This is truly a finpular fight! an idea of 
which might be conceived from fuppofing a number of floops failing 
along the road part of Weftminfter Bridge, while others were failing 
under it. Manchefter now appears -eand the profpects change 
with every turn of the Canal. The focial boat has its compart- 
ments like the treck-ichoots of Holland, where the price is accor- 
ding to the accomodation, and may te open, or under cover, as the 

paficnger pleates. 
The ule of this Canal is two-fold. Being on a level with the 
bed gf coal, they are dug and conveyed at fo eafy an expence, as 
to be profitable to the owner, and cheap to the confumer---this 
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fs one otje&, The other is the conveyance of goods and paffengers 
between the popular towns of Manchefter and Liverpool. The 
weirs to carry off {uperfluous water---the gates by which parts of 
the Canal may be emptied without affecting the reft-- tbe puduiled 
banks, impervious to water---the cranes and other mechanical de- 
vices about this ufeful and ingenious work, reflect the higheft luf- 
tre on the abilities of Brindley, as weil as the Duke, who is well 
known to have been the concriver of many devices in this noble 
work that are attributed to Brindley. 

Manchefter isa well*built town---doubled in its fize the laft 30 
years---more than doubled in its inhabjtants---and enriciied by 1he 
cotton manufactory beyond the powers of calculation !---To fuck 
perfections has the {pinning of cotton by maciinery arrived, that 
{ had this incredible circumftance affured t> me from one of the 
firft manufacturers in that line, viz. that one pound of raw cot- 
ton had (for a wager) been fpun into 356 hanks, each hank con- 
taining 840 yards; fo that the thread produced from this pound of 
eotton, would haye reached 169 7% miles! This is much finer 
than any thread produced in India; and of courfe, if the cotton of 
the Weit was equal to that of the Eaft Indies, our muflins would 
exceed thofe of Indoftan. We make out by ingenuity, however, 
what we want in finenefs of materials: for the fancy difplayed in 
cur printed vottons 4s unrivalied, and has, (with cheapne(s) eftab- 
tiihed the manufacture beyond that of filk, wool, flax, &c. To 
enumerate the cotton fabrics under the denomination of velvets, 
fuftians, checks, printed-cottons, muflins, &c. would be to count 
the fands of the fea; and thongh fo much of the bufinefs is performed 
by water machinery, there is ftill bufinefs enough for all ages and 
numbers, from four years old to fourfcore. 

To fee barren hills and vallies laugh and fing’under the influence 
ofan aufpicious trade, muft give the benevolent heart the moft a- 
greeable fenfations. Villages fwarming with ftrong, healthy, and 
beautiful children, well-fed, though they may at this time of the 
year defpife {hoes and ftockings, is another inftance ; for thefe may 
be confidered as the offspring of trade—handfome country houfes on 
every hill, elegantly furniihed, and furrounded by as elegant plea- 
fure grounds—and a great part of the old town pulled down to 
make room for fpacious and ornamental manfions—thefe are thy 
bleflings, O Commerce !—Thefearethy rewards, O Induttry! 

The collegiate Church of Manchefter a large Gothic pile,is a flriking 

. feature in the view of the town, and ftands on a bold eminence. 
‘Lhe ancient Monatftery is converted into an excellent Free School- 
a2 Holpital where 60 boys are educated and maintained—and a 
"3 library 
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L'brary alrotequal tothe Bodleian, in number of books, rare 
MS. and with a fund for adding every thing excellent to it in mo- 
dern literature. Thefe books are lent ont to the inhabitants. The 
Infirmary, the Exchange, the Theatre, the Mufic-rooms, ard 
the New Jail with folitary-cells, are all worthy the infpcétion of 
atraveller. Scare any veftiges remain of the Roman {tation called 
Mancunia ; it is fitnated at one termination of thetown, and of 


the Duke of Bridgewater’s Canal. 
Iam, &c. 


LETTER VI, 

DEAR SiR, Lancafier, 28th Fuly. 

FROM Manchefter to Wigan, we pafs tirough a rich and po- 
pulous country—the foliage of the hedges and trees, however, not 
equal to that of the fouth, all leaning from the weft by the fpray 
of the fea. 

Wigan is not much increafed in building thefe laf thirty years. 
Its Corporation feuds have moderated ito peace, but the Electors 
doubtlefS have difcovered that beating out of brains did not con- 
tribute to the honefty or worth of the Eleéted. That excellent 
coal called cannel is got under the town and in its veighbourhcod 
in great abundance. Befides making the moft brilliant fire, this 
coalis capable of being turned into fauff-boxes and many other uf - 
ful and ornamental toys. Many families have a Cannel-pit in the 
court-yard; and when they are in want of coals they fend down a 
collier, who will dig as many in a few hours as will ferve the fa- 
mily many months: the pit is then shut up. 

The final] river called theDouglas has been many years turned into 
a Canal, and now joins that intended to make a sWater communi- 
eation between Liverpool and Hull. This makes Liverpool a Coal- 
Port. The two endsof this Canal are only finifhed, v:z. that on 
the Yorkshire fide, from Leedsto Skipton ; and on the Lancashire 
fide, ftom Liverpool to the neighbourhood of Prefton, The moun- 
tains that intervene will be difficult to pafs, though the matter is 
now in ferious coutemplation ; and what cannot be atchieved by 
the public fpirit of this part of the country? A branch of this 
Canal is alfo intended from Prefton to Lancafter, and from thence 
to Kendal. 

Wigan has produced many excellent felf-taught mechanics. Dick 
Melling fimplified the Steam-Engine ; gave a Wind mill an equable 
motion, and the means of turning itlf tothe wind. His Bucket 
Engine drained a valuable Cannel-mine for many years at a fmall 
expence; and many other contrivances of his challenge equal merit 
in fimplicity and effect, 

7 Mr. Barker 
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Mr. Barker of this place was for many years the only maker. of 
Steel Crof:-Bows, and alfo of the beft Fowling-pieces in the king- 
dom. Indeed the machinery neceflary in fuch extenfive Coal- 
Works has called forth the genius and invention of many more me~ 
chanics, that do honour to human abilities. 

The road through Chorley to Prefton contains nothing very in- 
terelting: Rivington Pike is a good object, on the right ; 
a fmooth and lofty mountain, with a fummer-houfe on its {um- 
mit. 

Prefton ftands on a fweet eminence above the Ribble, and its ap 
proach through the village of Walton is very beautiful. Sir Harry 
Hoghton’s, near this village, though ina low fituation, is an hand 
fome feat, and the Belvedere above it a fine objeét. Hoghton 
Tower (the original feat of the Hoghtons) frowns on a diftant 
mountain :---it feems the guardian of the valley below. This vale 
_ contained the Cotton and other Works of Liveley and Co. whofe 
failure afew yearsagomade fuch aneruption inthe world of trade. 

Up the hill, where General Wills attacked the rebels in 1715, 
we enter Prefton, the moft beautiful town in the north of England. 
From the number of geiteel families with which this town formerly 
abounded, it got the epithet Proud. Tradeand manufaétures have 
made a revolution in this matter, as ariftocratic ideas do no 
aflimalate well with the clacking of looms, or the hum of {pinning® 
wheels. Inftead of Cards, therefore, for killing time, Cards ar~ 
uled by which thoufands may live. Every twenty-one years a Jue 
bilee or Guild takes place here, which affembles a!l the families o- 
the County. It confifts of proceffions, balls, affemblies, concerts 
plays, &c. The Ladies Proceflion includes the very effence of, 
Beauty, as this County produces the fineft complexions in the world: 
it lafls twelve days, in a continued round of feftivity, if thofe ver- 
min Called Adventurers and Blacklegs (thofe pefts of public meet- 
ing) did not tarnifh the folemnity. 

The beautiful walk of Everham on a high bank above the Rib- 
ble, forms part of the elegant Environs of this town, as do the 
woods of Tulketh, Penwortham, &c. 

The road to Lancafter has the flat called the Fild on the left, and 
ill-fhap-d mountains on theright. The road is excellent, and the 
approach to the town the moit ftriking of any in the kingdom. 
The Caftle and the Church on a fine hill, uniting as it were in one 
immenfe and finely broken building, breaks upon the eye all at once, 
at the moft fortunate diftance. But as I fhall appropriate another 
Letter to the defcription of this place, I fhall conclude this with 
affuring yoy hew much I am 

Your humble fervent, &c, 
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INVOCATION TO A BROTHER, 


Why tempt the dangers of a raging main, 

For fleeting happinefs ? the fearch how vain. 
Why feek the haplefs plains of India’s fhore, 
Where famine rages and where Tyger’s roar ? 
Where death fits brooding o’er each haplefs view, 
And feverous thirfts the fickning frame perfue ; 
For fcenes like thefe why quit our happy foil? 
Where bounteous peace is grac’d with honours fmile, 
Where Ceres pours her moft voluptuous ftore, 
And gentle temp’rance wafts each feafon o’er.’ 
Why quit a loving Brothers anxious fight ? 
And plunge a victim in th’ abyfs of night. 
That victims abience only rais’d the figh, 
Mirth beam’d around when he perchance was nigh ; 
In jocund pleafure fled the night away, 

And lively carrols wak’d the blufhing day, 
But now, alas, thofe gladfome fcenes are o’er, 
My brother feeks the Afiatic {hore ; 

And anxious hope is tainted by defpair, 

And difmal fighs, infeft the pailing air : 

The once glad Lyre attun’d to plaintive found > 
Alone doth wake the echoing plains around. 

In mercy hear then and attend my lore, 
Return my brother to thy native {hore ? 

For ah! what honors compenfate the pain, 

A brother feels, or fay what vaft of gain, 
Shall ’ere reward the tears which daily flow, 
From friends in deep fincerity of woe. 
Return deluded wand’rer to thine home, 

In fearch of happinefs you vainly roam. 

For know my brother that your real wealth, 
Confifts alone in competence and health, 


LAUREOLUs, 
A Wik 











Original Poetry 


AWrs uk. 
Lift! lift! where through the trenibling trees, 
With foftnefs fighs the fummer breeze, 
And, on the leaf invefted {pray 
Infpires the warblers matin lay, 
Hark ! how yon diftant murmer charms,——= 
Yon droufy hum of buzzing {warms ; 
And where the brawling ftreamlet’s glide, 
The pebb’ly bed their chryftals chide. 
Lap ‘me befide the mournful ftrean:, 
What time the paley moon-beams gleam, 
While dews the place of tears fupply, 
And ev’ry zephyr forms a figh. 
The velvet turf my down {hall be ; 
My canopy, the fpreading tree-——~ 
My light a glow-worm’s brilliant eyes ; 
Or ftars that gild the azure fkies. 
Thus far remov’d from toil and ftrife, 
And all the bitternefs of life 
My only heav’n on earth fhall be,—— 
Retirement, and fimplicity. 











REctvusrF, 





AMIND DISEASED. 
Wild as the clouds when driv’n by ftorms, 
Or foreft wolf in fearch of prey 
Is my poor mind ——conceiving forms, 
Which mift-like vantih ’fore the day. 


Tell me? ah tell me? why the foul 
Enwrapt in duft, fhould deign to feel ? 

And why great Reafon can’t confole 
The mind, and all its forrows heal, ? 


Ah! none can tell. Ah! none can cure 
A Mind Difeas’d, a heart much wrong’d 
Save Heav’n:—moft bright, omnifick, pure, 
T’whom man, ere Sin appear’d, belong’d, 


a 








ON IGNORANCE AND sELFISHNESS, 


You may as well bid ‘angry feas forbear, 

Or bind the roving fancy with a hair, 
Asto reform the difingentous mind, 

Where Ignorance and S$elfiflnels are join’d, 

j. L. 
to 
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Becaufe to thy throne Autumn yields her few flowers, 
And fhrinks to her all penfive cell ; 

Where mournful fhe fits thro’ thy reigns circling hours, 
Delighting time’s lapfes to tell; 


No hand weaves thy myrtles O Winter to grace, 
Nor twines their gay leaves round thy brow, 
No, all are employ’d, thy bright charms to deface, 

By bringing thy frowns into view. 


What monarch is he who no frowns ere pofseft ? 
Whom only, gay rofes adorn, 

Go fearch the wide world look in every breaft; 
Mid flow’rets ah ! lurks there no thorn ? 


Yes many, then be imperfections unknown, 
Thus Winter I turn unto thee, 
Yeilding nought to thine arms, fave what charms are 
thine own, 
What {miles have attractions for me. 


Yet Corridon Yet, ’tho the mufe hails not fpriug 
Still turn not aghaft from her ftrain,! 
Forth in Winter, thy fav’rite fweet off’ rings may bring, 
To lull in thy heart ev’ry pain. 
When wooing fill zephyrs may rife from her breaft; 
( For fuch her lov’d fighs often prove, ) 
Enchanters, to fteal from ourlelves, balmy rett, 
To fan friendfhip’s warmth into Icve. 


How jocund, how healthful, at eve’s early 
To trace the chafte beauties around, 
Tp view fullen Phoebus fal] Cynthia’s prey, 

While her blufhes illumine each bound, 


How fair when upris’n her rays to the eye, 
Bright azure her footfeps prepare, 

Pearly ftars all around for precedency vie, 
Bright gems, ye illumine the air. 

AJtho’ no fhrill lark lifts her pinions on high, 
Upborn by the zephyrs of fpring, 


Sott. Echo the chorifter well doth fupply 


As the bears the youth's fongs on her’wing. 


LAUREOLUS, 





Selected Poetry. 


| wINeEs written by a Gentleman, toopartial to a near relation 


Lo ! the perverfenefs of my fate is fuch, 
She can’t be mine, becaufe {he’s mine too much, 
Our kindred blood demands a nobler tie, 
Slie might be nearer were the not fo nigh. 








On avery talkative Woman who had loft her teeth 


Phebe is toothlefs, but when fhe was young, 
She’d teeth enough, and always too much tongue; 
What fha!l we then of toothlefs Phoebe fay? 

But that her tongue hath worn her teeth away. 


Es 





Seletted Poetry, 





TAS BORA LI OF. 


Hark! the hollow moaning wind 
Sweeps along the midnight air ! 
Sullen as the gui/ty mind, 
Hidden fource of dark defpair. 


See the death: wing’d light’nings fly ; 
Defolation marks their way; 
Fatal as the vengeful eye 
Fixing on its deftin’d prey. 
Dreadful thunders threat ‘ning rol, 
Viewlefs, ’midft the tubid clouds ; 
So the fierce relentlefs foul, 
Hate’s empoifon’d arrow fhrouds, 


$0 the billowy ocean’s breaft, 
Sway’d by every waving wind, 

Rifes, foams, and finks to reft, 
Fickle as the human mind. 


Sweetly blooms the rofe of may, 
Glitt’ring with the tears of morn ; 

$0, infidious fmiles betray, 
While they hide the treach’rous thorn. 





Seleded Poetry 


Mark gay fummer’s glowing prime 
Shadow’d by the twilight gloom ; 
So the ruthlefs wing of time 
Bends the faireft to the tomb. 
Moralift! where’er you move, 
O’er vaft nature’s varying plan ; 
Every changing icene fhall prove 
A fad epitome of MAN! 
LAURA MARIA, 








TO: A: F O00 86 TAD TZ 
With a BOSOM*FRIEND of SIBERIAN ERMINE. 


To check the chilling blaft—to guard thy form, 
From ruthlefs cold--- this gentle fhield I fend ; 
Mav Heav’n afford thee, in each ruder ftorm, 
The warm prategtion of a Bofuym-Friend! 
SELIM 





HOPE. 
True Hopeis fwift, and flies with fwallows wings ; 
Kings it makes Gods, and meaner creatures kings, 





—~ 


ODE TO A GRIZZLE wiG. 
By a Gentleman who had juft left off his 8 o B. 
BY THELATEMR. THOMAS WHARTON. 


All hail ye curls, that rang’d in reverend row, 

With fhowy poynp my confcious fhoulders hide! 
‘That fall beneath in venerable flow, 

And crown my brows above with feath’ry pride ! 
High on your fummit, Wifdom’s mimick’d air 

Sits thron’d, with pedantry her folemn fire, 
And in her net of awe diffufing hair, 

Entangles fools, and bids the croud admire. 
O’er every lock, that floats in full difplay, 

Sage Ignorance her gloom fcholaftic throws ; 
And ttamps o’er al] my vifage, once fo gay, 

Unmeaning Gravity’s ferene repofe, 









Selectea Poetry 


Can thus large Wigs our reverence engage 
Have Barbers thus the power to blind our eyes? 
Is Science thus conferr’d on every fage, 
By Baylifs, Blenkinfop, and lofty Wife? * 


But thou, farewel, my Bob? whofe thin wove thatch 
Was ftor’d with quips and cranks, and wanton wiles, 
That love to live within the one-curl’d f{cratch, 
With Fun, and all the family of fmiles, 


Safe in thy privilege, near Ifis’ brook 
Whole afternoons at Woolvercote I qnaff’d 

At eve my carelefs round in High-Street took, 
And call’d at Jolly’s for the cafual draught. 

No more the wherry feels my ftroke fo true ; 
At fkittles, in a grizzle, can I play ; 

Wood{tock, farewel! and Wallingford, adieu ! 
Where many a fcheme releiv’d the lingering days 





Such were the joys that once Hilario crown’d 
Ere grave preferment came my peace to rob: 

Such are the lefs ambitious pleafures found 
Beneath the liceat of an humble Bos. 














eee 


On hearing @ GENTLEMAN fay, he would never dance 
with a plain WOMAN. 


“* YOUNG DAMON vows, nay, hear him fwear! 
He’ll Dance with none but what are fair; ” 

i Suppofe we girls a law difpence, 

t ‘We'll dance with none but men of fenfe.” 

: Suppofe you fhould—-Pray, Ma’am what then? ?* 
** Why, sir, you'd never dance again.” 


————— ————— 





SONG OF A NORTHERN LOVER, 
By Mifs Sewar d. 
The dark winds are blowing around the grey hill, 
And the ice of the morning has crufted the rill, 


Thy waves, O Loch-Lomond ! can glitter no more, 


But in dim {tony fragments encircle thy fhore. oa 
n 


#*Eminent Peruke makers in Oxford. 













Selefed Pyroe 





And now for the moon looking mild o’er the brook, 

The fwift lights of the North thro’ the night-fky are ftruck 
Thefe pale Boreal flafhes will guide my lon2 way, 

And the fteps of a lover with fafety convey. 


Thus louder the wings of the winter may found, 
And the froft’s cutting arrows dart keener around ; 
So the white filent flakes of the fnow are withheld, 
From the mine of the heath, or the lake of the field. 
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MARY QUEEN OF SCOT S&S 
AMONODY. 
Written near the ruins of Sheffield Manor. 


Where in diftruftful days, and days of blood, 
Proud o’er this lovely vale the caftle ftood : 
- When vaffals, watchful of their chieftain’s call, 
14 With barbarous mufic fill’d the ample hall ; 
+ And Wolfey, doom’d a fad reverfe to bear, 
Drank long oblivion to a world of care; 
No harp is heard; no pageantries appear ; 
But Ruin holds his filent revel here. 


When flits the light cloud o’er the driving moon, 
And Earth’s cold bofom drinks the dewy boon, 
ii Near this lone tower, thefe mould’ring walls I ftray, 
Where Mary wept her captive hours away ; 
Faft from my eye the drops of pity fteal, 
And deep contrition in my breaft I feel, 
To thee, fair Queen! I confecrate the tear, 
And hang this votive tablet o’er thy bier. 


Ye maids on Scotia’s utmoft mountain caft! 
Who drink the {pirit of the northern blast; 
Bright on whofe cheeks the bud of beauty glows, 
Pure in whole veins th’ unfullied ruby flows ; 
Loofe to the tempeft bid your treffes flow, 

And give your bofoms to the driving fnow ; 
Mourn ev’ry breaft to fympathy allied, 
And evry bright eye weep that Mary died. 





Selefied Poetry 


Where all the graceful, all the gay refort, 
Peerlefs fhe fhone in Gallia’s crouded court : 
The Princes all avow’d their equal flame, 
All burnt, enraptur’d, for the lovely dame ; 
But ( read his paffion in the Monarch’s eyes } 
To royal Francis all refign’d the prize ; 

And every tongue confefs’d that only he 
Was meet the Lord of fuch a bride to be. 


Ye daughters of the Garonne and the Rhone! 
Who tne foft waid'rings of the heart have known 
How oft hath Mary led the fportive band, 

And with her light feet beat your happy land? 
Tho’ clondlefs [as your fkies your pleafures flow, 
Ah quit the dance, the feftive fong forego! 
Like your own lily, when the dews defcend, 
All bright in tears o’er haplefS Mary bend. 


Eliza! Britain’s glory, and her fhame! 
Alternate light and darknefs wrap thy name; 
That name, once dreadful over earth and fea, 
While Burleigh watch’d, and Raleigh fought for Thee. 
Thy breaft imperious, dark, and big with fpleen, 
Could brook no merits in a rival queen ; 
The fame of Mary mov’d thy envious pride, 
Nor waft thou fatiate, until Mary died. 


Unhappy Queen! how wretched was thy end 
Whom not the pond’rous marble could defend ; 
Meek to the block th’ anointed head thou gave, 
To hail eterna) Sabbath in the grave. 

But ah; beyond the tomb thy foes combine, 
To drefs with aconite thy hallow’d fhrine. 
Fair Truth in chains of adamaut to hold, 
While Hift’ry tips her venal pen with gold. 


Ah wretched Queen! how may thy forrows fhew, 
That beauty proves full oft the path to woe, 
With every grace that decks a princely pall 
Thy days were wafted in misfortune’s hall ; 
Now fear, now love, impell’d the dulcet word, 
And now imperious man became thy lord; 
Pour every lip thy fym pathizing fong, 
And evry bofom heave for Mary’s wrong. 


ra 
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Ye fair ! who give the liquid pearl to ftow. 
O’er baftlefs incident and fabled woe; 
Reierve your treafures, till of Mary told, 
The refluent crimion ftrikes your veins with cold ; 
Thinkiof her ‘ate, fo haplefs and fo true, 
$o may uo heartlets ruffian injure you. 
Mourn every brealt to {ympathy allied, 
And ev ry bright eye weep that Mary died. 





R.B. $4 
Sheffield 


——— 


Go trace the mea!ows, while the morning fpreads. 
Her #n ‘ulgence thro’ the trembling fhades ; 
Where orecn weods wave around the mountans brows 
Where myrtles bloom and dew-dipp'd rofes grow. 
Where all the charms which bounteous nature gave, 
Smiles on the boiom of the azure wave; 
When in the foft embrofi-l. breath of morn, 
The Goddefs Health floats o’er th? empurpl’d lawn ; 
And her fweet fried, i#mortal Mufic, fwells 
Her tuneful fong to diftant hills amd dales; , 
The diftant hills: refponfive join «he fong, 
The harmonious found the vecal vales prolong, 
And allis melody —Then tread the plains, 
While gratitude diftends your thrilling veins, 
Your eyes exulting o’er the blifsful fcene, 
Will dwell with rapture on the blue ferene, 
Till boundlefs love impels your rifing foul, 
To praife th’ ETERNAL POW’R who bids the feafone 
rollg 





TRU TA TOLLS AD 340 TQ 


Says Pontius in rage, contradicting his wife, 

You ne: er vet told me one truth in in your life. 
Vext Pontia no way could this thefis allow, 

You’re a cuckold, fays fhe; do £ tell you truth now. 
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ORIGINAL STRICTURES 


on 


Public Amufements: 





From JANUARY the 20tb, to Frmx vary the 20tb 1792: 
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COVENT-GARDEN: 






fib. 2. TH Magician no Conijuror an Ofera, written by Mr. Merry} 
was performed for the 1ft time on this Evening, before a candid; 
and we ruff think a forbedring audierice. The charaéters ate as follow $ 







TLalifman - Mr. Quick Dareall, _ + Mr. Faweeit; 
Therefa his Daughter Mrs. Biliington; Peter Panic Mr. Blanchard; 
Lydia his Sifter Mrs. Webb, Grub 2 Mr. Mundén; 
Somerville - Mr. Incledons . Sapling > fre Wiillon. 





Talifmani is pi€tured as a weak credulous old man} whdé having read many 
books on the Slack art; imagines Quixote like} that he is another Profpero— 
and in juftice to Mr.Merry,who has conjured up this non-defeript,we tannot but 
fay, that Talifman is new to thé Stages Dareall and Somerville are lovers of 
Therefa; Dateall is 4 diffipated fortune-hunter; and impofes ‘himfelf on the 
Old man as a brother Magician—-but Somerville is a young man of merit and real 
pretenfions is. the favoured fuitor; Weake Stratagems and’ unreaning buftle; 
run through three tedious aéts : at length the peafantry make head againft the 
fuppofed Sorcerory who feeks au afylim in his own Teleftope, from whenée he 
is dragged by his enemiess Here Somerville enters and refcues ‘Talisman fron 
impending fate, for whieh he is rewarded with Therefa—Dareall in the mean 
tinie is caught'in his own net, and the Jaft fcene prefents him as the hufband 
of Lydia, a compound of age, affeétion and deformity. ' ’ 

Of the Dialogue, the lefs faid the better, a more candid and a miore patient au 
dience could’ not becommon phrafes, obfcene alitifions, and courfe jokes on 
Mis. Webb’s fize; disfigured the whole, and when the curtain dropped, a 
marked. difapprobation burft forth, which we did not feel ourfelves juftified in 
oppofing. 4 

ithe M ufic by Maxzingbi is very attraCtiveé—Mrs. Billington’s fongs were 
admirably fuited to her powers; and fhe was attended to with that eager delight, 
which charaéterizés the attention of the lovers of found.——The {cenery efpecial- 
jy, Talifman’s ftudy gave much fatisfaétion. And to the meritsof the com- 
pofer, and the painter, we ate led to actount for repetitions of the Macic1an no 
Conjurer. 

Not very fuccefsful in his Tragédy, by no means deficiefit in good writing and 
charming Poetry which will make it, if not a Stage, at leaft a Clofer favorite. 
We were léd toexpe‘t better things from Mr. Merry’s Operas=We are forry ta 
exprefs a thorough difappointment. 

Nos §7- . 
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From thee LONDON GAZETTE 
EXTRAORDINARY. 


ee ye following letters from Earl Cornwallis, were yefterday re- 
Feb. 5. ceived by the Swallow Packet. 


Camp near Bangalore, Sept. 8, 17916 
My Lord, 

I have by this opportunity addreffed Letters to the Honourable Court of 
Direétors of the Ea‘t India Company, and to the Secret Committee, contain- 
ing a general account of the operations of the forces under my command, fince 
the month of April laft; of the reduced ftate of Tippoo Sultan’s power and 
refources ; and of the p!an which has been concerted with our Allies for a vi- 
gourous profecution of the war, until that Prince fhall be difpofed to make 
fatisfa€tory conceffions to the Members of the Confederacy for the infults and 
injuries they have fuftained from him. 

Itis unneceflary to trouble you with a repetition of the contents ofthofe Let. 
ters, as copies of them will be tranfmitted to you officicially from the India 
Houfe; and your Lordfhip will, by that means, be enabled to communicate 
full information to his Majefty of the fituation of public affairs in this 
country. 

The duties of all the troops upon this fervice have been fingularly fevere and 
arduous; and I requeft that you will inform the King, that the patience un- 
dex fatigue and difficulties of various kinds, and the intrepidity in danger, 
which have been uniformly manifefted by the officers and foldiers of his Ma- 
jefty’s regiments, in common with the reft of the army, have not only me- 
rited my warmeft approbation, but will do honour to themfelves and to their 
country ; and the zeal and Ability with which I have been feconded by Ge- 
nerals Medows and Abercromby, in their refpe€tive fituations, have been no 
lefs gratifying to myfelf perfonally, than ufeful in promoting the public in+ 
terefts. 

Incloféd is areturn of the lofs of his Majefty’s troops in killed and wounded 
during the laft Campaign. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your mof obedient and moft humble Servant, 
CORNWALLIS, 
Right Hon. Lord Grenville, one of his Majeity’s 
Principal Secretaries of State, &c. 

{ Here follows a return of the killed and wounded of his Majefty’s troops du- 
ring the Siege of Bangalore, from the sth to the 22d of March, and at the 
battle of Seringapatum, on the 15th of May 1791; amounting in the whole to 
2 Captains, 3 Lieutenants, 1 Enfign, 1 Serjcant, 1 Drummer, 54 Rank and 

File 
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File, killed; 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 3 Captains, 8 Lieutenants; 3 Enfigns 
6 Serjeants, 6 Drunimers, 211 Rank and #ile, wounded; 7 Rank and File 
mifling. } : ' 

_ _ Names of Officers Killed and Wounded: 

Mavch 6, 1791. Lieut. Col. Floyd wonaded. 

March 7. ——= Capt. Delany killed. Capt. Hart, Lieutenants Eyre, 
Purefoy, and St. John; wounded: 

March 16. Capt; Terrot, killed. ; 

March 215 Lieut. Evans, wounded; Capt. Wood, and Lievt. John Camp- 
bell, jun. wounded ; Capt. Markhamys wotinded; Volunteer Liewellin, ditto 
included in the rank and file: 

Cornet Patterfon, killed; Cornets Fortrtian and Mackerizie; wounded. 
Lieutenant Firman, wounded. Lieut. and Adj. Leonard, killed. Lieut: and 
Adj. M‘Kenzie, killed; Enfign John Stuart, wounded, Lieutenant Whit- 
lie, wounded. Licut. Brooke, killed, and Lieut. Griffiths; wounded. F 

N.B. The Siege of Bangalore includes the following a€tions. 

March 5. Tippoo’s attack in the rear of the army, on approdching Banga- 
fd-e. 

March 6. Colonel Floyd's fkirmith with the rear of Tippoo’s army. 

March 7. Storm of the Pettah or fuburbs of Bangalore ; Tippoo’s attack on 
eur camp; and attémpt to recover the Pettah. 

March 17. Tippoo’s attack on otr camp, and; on the2ift, his attempt te 
counteract-our approaches; and enfilade our batteries; Aflault of the fort that 
nights 


othe Horionrable Court of Directors for the Affairs of the Honcurable the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies. 

Hon. Sirs, 

I Had the honor, iti my letter dated at Venkatigherry on the zoth of April 
fait, to give your Honorable Court an acconnt of the principal operations of the 
army finder my command prior to that periods and to communieatc my inten- 
tion to attack Seringapatam if it fhould be found praéticable, with a view to 
leave no means untried to britlg this war to a fpeedy termination ; and although 
the multiplicity of objeéts which perpetually break in upon my time; and prefs 
for immediate attention in my prefent fituations will not permit me to enter in~ 
to many details; ¥ fhall now proceed to expldinto you the manner in which the 
premature fetting in of the Monfoon rains, the difficulty of paffing the Caveri 
River, attd the inattivity of the Nigam’s cavalry; operated as irrefift ‘ble rea- 
fons to force me to defilt, at that time, from undertaking the fiege of the ene- 
my’s capital, and to acquaint you with the occurrences that have materially 
éontributed to reduce Tippoo’s ftrength and refources, and to give a very fa~ 
vourable profpeét of fuccefs to the plan of operations; which has been adopted 
by all the Members of the Confederacy for the enfuing campaign. ; 

Previons to the comimencement of my march to Seringapatam, Tipp20 in ad- 
dition to the mortification which he fuffered from the lofs of Bangalore, had 
alfo felt the confequences of that blow at a great diftance, and our allies had, 
trom its effeéts, gained very decifive advantages. 

The trong fortreffesof Dutwar and Copaul had long bzen invefted and be- 
feged by the Mahratgas and the Nizam, = with fo little profpett of — 
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that it had been more than once under the confideration of the Courts of Poona 
and Hydrabad whether they fhould not convert thofe ficges into blockades, to 
fet their armies at liberty for more active operations ; but the news of the fall 
of Bangalore, which feemed to have been unexpeéted by the garrifons of thofe 
places, fo efte€tually intimidated them, that although in no fhape reduced to 
extremity, or even diftrefs, they agreed to furrender. 

Large magazines of military ftores, which had been amaffed in thofe places, 
ata vait expence, by Tippoo, feil into the hands of the captors; arid during 
the time that I was employed in forming a jun@tion with the Nizam’s cavalry, 
and in drawing fupplies and reinforcements from the Carnatic, they alfo ob- 
tained complete poffeffion of the whole of the enemy’s extenfive and valuable 
territories lying between the Khriftna and Tumbuddra. 

Nothing of confegq uence occurred on the march from Venkatagherry ro Bane 
galore, and aftcr having taken out of that place heavy guns and fupplies of mi- 
litary ftores and provifions, to the utmoft extent that could be tranfported by 
the general zealous afliftance that I received from the officers of the army, and 
by all the draft and carriage-cattle in the pofleffion of the public; and. after hav- 
ing received information that General Abercromby, with a battering train, 
which in addition to my own, I was in hopes would be fufficient for the ac- 
complifhment of our objeét, was at the head of the Pondicherrum Ghaut, - and 
in readinefs to co-operate with me, I moved on the third of May from the 
neighbourhood of Bangalore, with a refpe€table and futhcient corp of artillery, 
the Nizam’s horfe, his Majefty’s 19th regiment of Dragoons, five regiments of 
native cavalry, fix King’s regiments, and feventeen battalions of native in- 
fantry. 

Tippoo, after calling in all his detachments, had, about that time, en- 
camped near Magri, and fvon after receiving information of my movement, he 
marched, by one of the moft dire roads, to his capital, where he arrived on 
the 8th or 9th of May. 

I knew that he had long before given orders to burn the villages, and to de- 
ftroy the provifions and forage on all the roads by which we could march to Se- 
ringapatam, and therefore no road was, in thefe refpetts, preferable to another; 
but, after the moft mature confideration, I determined on the moft Eafterly 
route, which paffes through Cankanelly, though it is not the fhorteft, be- 
caufe it would lead us near the banks of the Caveri for many miles before 
we fhould reach Seringapatam 5 and as there isno place of ftrength near the ca- 
pital on the north fide of the river, in which I could lodge the heavy artillery 

‘and ftores in fecurity for a few days, with a moderate garrifon, I was in hopes 
that I might be able to crofs that river with the whole of the army, and to 
efteét a junction with General Abercromby, before I fhould find it neceflary to 
approach near to the ultimate objeét of the movement. 

It foon appeared that only a fmali number of the enemy’s irregular horfe had 

zen appointed to attend.that road, but by an extraordinary activity on their 
part, anda moft unaccountable fupinenefs and want of exertion on the part of 
the Nizam’s cavalry, which neither my requifidons nor orders would overcome, 
we fuftered fome lofs, both in baggage and followers, onthe march ; and not 
only the villages were laid in afhes, buta!l the inhabitants of the country, on 
the whole of the road to Seringapatam, were alfo, with the moft unrelenting 
barbarity, carried off, and more completely removed beyond our reach than 
coud have been fuppofed to be practicable. Thofe fercre meafures of the ene- 
my, and in the inactivity of the Nizam’s cavalr., who could not be prevai.ed 
Bou to forage ata diftancey frequently occafioned a fcarcity in the Camp, 
both 
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both of forage for the cattle and provifions for the followers; and in acountry, 
of which no minute or correét defcription has hitherto been publithed, or, till 
now, obtained by any European, I experienced the greateft inconveniences, in 
many fhapes, by the removal of the inhabitants. 

‘The Caveri is never, I believe, lower than it was during the greateft part of 
lait, May ; and as none of the people, who pretended to be acquainted with its 
courfe, and who were repeatedly examined upon that point, had ever ftarted a 
doubt of its being paffable for an army, with heavy artillery, below Seringapa- 
patam, I was not a little furprized and difappointed at finding, from my own 
perfonal infpe@tion, or from the reports of intelligent officers, who were fent 
with detachments in fearch of fords at different places, that, from its bed 
being rocky, and difficult beyond whut I ever feen for fo great a tract in any 
other river, it appeared nearly, if not utterly, impracticable to pafs our hea- 
viet guns over at any ford that could be difcovered below Seringapatam. 

After feveral difappointments at other places I was, for a fhort time, en- 
couraged to hope that a ford might, by confiderable labour, be rendered practice 
able near the Jarge village of Arrakerry, which lay upon our road, and about 
nine or ten miles diftant from the capital ; and if it could have been accomplith- 
ed, my intention was to have taken poffeffion myfelf of the new fort of Myfore, 
which is only diftant about twelve or fourteen miles from that part of the river, 
and was defcribed to me to be in fo unfinifhed a {tate as to be incapable of mak- 
ing a confiderable refiftance againft our army, though fnfficiently advanced t> 
be eafily rendered, . with a garrifon of ours, a fafe depot, for a few days, for 
our ftores and heavy artillery, and to make two or three marches with the ar- 
myy lightly equipped, towards Periapatam, in order to put myfelf between 
Tippso and General Abercromby, and by that means render our jun¢tion eafy 
and fecure, 

he army arrived on the 13th at Arrakerry, and a particular examination of 

ord, as wellas of the river for a confiderable diftance above and below it, 
obliged me, early on the 14th, to relinquifh all idea of being able to execute 
that plan: and, after minutely’ re-examining every perfon in the army whoa 
was acquainted with the river, my expectations of being able to form an early 
yinétion with General Abercromby refted folely on affurances, that the ford 
near the village of Kaenambady, about eightor nine miles above Seringapatam, 
ver which it was pofitively aflered that Hyder Ally had paffed 12 pounders, 
and fmetimes heavier guns, wou'd be found practicable. 

In the meantime, however, I gonceived that Tippoo had furnifhed an open- 
ing which would enable me to force him to rifk an action, and I refolved nat 
to let flip fo favourable an cca to endeavour to obtain the reputation 


that f 


to our arms, which muft neceNarily refult from a viétory in the fight of his 
€apital, and, in the event of my being able to cut off the greateft part of his 


army, to be prepared to follow up the advantage to the greateft extent that might 
\ 


be poffible. \ 

Upon my arrival on the ground, \which was marked for the encampment at 
Arrakerry, Ifaw aconfiderable body of the enemy, at the diftance of about 
fix miles, in our front, who were drawn up with their right to the river, and 
their left to a mountain of a very rngged and inacceflible appearance; but I con~ 
fidered them in no other light, atthat time, than as a large detachment, fent 
to obferve our motions, without any defign to approach. 

My intention to pafs the river at that place, if the ford could be rendered 
praticable, and the hopes that were at firft held out of the fuccefs of our 
ccafionedmy halting on the 14th in the camp at Arakerry 5 
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and I then obtained certain intelligence, that although only a {mali part of the 
enemy’s force could be feen from the ground in our poileflien, yet that 
Tippoo, with his whole army, had encamped between us and Scringapatam, 
his right covered by the Caveri, and his Jeft extended along the front of a high 
mountain, with a deep fwampy ravine, the paflage of which was defended 
by batteries running along the whole of his front ; and that being encouraged by 
the advantages of this pofjtion, as well as thofe of the intermediate ground, 
which, by the river on one fide and a fteep ridge of hilJs on the other, was 
siarrowed to a fpace no where between the two encampments exceeding a mile 
oy a half, and within cannon fhot of his line net above one mile in breadth, 

> had determined, at the hazard of the event of 3 a battle, to endeavour ta 
ether our nearer approach to his capital. 

In confequence of this information, and from my eis afcertaincd, from 
the few people in camp who had any knowledge of the adjoining country, as 
well as from the obfervations of intelligent perfons who were employed for the 
purpofe, that it was praéticable, though difficult, to crofs the ridge on our 
right, from the great road on which we were encamped to a road which leads 
from Cenepatam to Seringapatam, I refolved, upon that knowledge, to at- 
tempt bya night march, to turn the engmy°s left flank, and by gaining his 
rear before day-light, to cut off the retreat of the main of his army to the 
ifland and fort of Seringapatam. 

Orders were accordingly given, with the utmoft fecrecy, to the principal 
officers who were to be employed, that the rgth dragoons, the threeft rongeft 
of the native regiments of cavalry, his Majefty’s fix regiments, and twelve ba- 
tailions of native infantry, with field picces only, fhould be in readine{s ta 
march at eleven o’clock at night, leaying their piquets and camp guards behind, 
and their tents ftanding, and Coloncl Duff, with thofe detachments and the 
remainder of the army (except the Nizam’s horfe, who were directed to fol- 
low me at day-light) was left in charge of the encampment, provifions, ftores, 
and heavy artillery. 

We had fuffered greatly, during the preceeding week, by rains uncommonly 
frequent and heavy fo foon in the feafon: but uniuckily, on that preceeding 
night, we had for feveral hours the moft violent thunder, lightning and rain, 
that I have eyer feen in this part of India. 

The ground of our encampment having been interfected by fome ruined vil- 
lages and enclofu es, and feveral deep, Ravines, much valuable time was loft 
before it was poflible to form the troops in the order of march which was di- 
re€ted; and, owing to the heavy rain and exceffive darknefs of the night, I 
was oblig = to halt fo frequently, after I had begun to move forward, either on 
account of many of the regiments lofing at different times the line of march, 
er of the wealinefs of the gun-builocks, which were jaded and exhaufted by 

he feverity of the ftorm, that I had only advanced a few miles when the day 
beg - to dawn. 

"All hopes were then at an end of being able to execute my original plan; but 
having accomplifhed the part of the march that had been defcribed to me as the 
mott difficult, and haying the utmoft confidence in the valour and difcipline of 
the King’s and Company’s troops, ] determined to perfevere in endeavouring 
to force Tippoo to hazard an agtion on ground which I hoped would be lefs ad- 
vantageous to him than that whi¢gh he had chofen, with the expectation that a 
complete viétory might not only relieve many of ourtemporary diftrefies, but 
tend to bring the war toa very fpeedy conclufion. 

That 
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The army, therefore, continu ed tsmarch; and the movement had been fo 
entirely umexpeéted by the enemy, that we had begun to defcend the heights 
on the eaftward of the deep Ravine that I have meutioned, aud at the diftance 
of four or five miles from the left of their camp, before they took the alarm. 

After fome movements, the objet of which could not for a fhort time be 
clearly afcertained, it appeared that Tippoo, notwithftanding that we were ad- 
vancing by a route for which he was not prepared, did not decline to rifk the 
event of a battle in a new pofition : he detached immediately from his main bo- 
dy a large corps of intantry and cavalry, with eight guns, to occupy the fummit 
of a rifing ground, about two miles from the extremity of his left, which ter- 
minates to the Northward in an abrupt precipice in the middle of a plain; and 
though the afcent is broken by large rocks, and fome intermediate leffer heights 
rifes gradually for about a mile and a half, or two miles, from a valley that 
was in our front, and which continued to the Caveri, and divided the ridge of 
hills that we had croffed during the night from another fteep ridge, confifting 
principally of two large mountains (on a projeéting point of the fouthermoft 
of which ftands the Carigut pogoda) running nearly at right angles to the for- 
mer, at the diftance of about mile and a ha!f, and extending very near to the 
Caveri, oppofite the ifland of Seringapatam. 

Whilft the corps was on its march, to poffefs itfelf of the fummit that 1 have 
mentioned, ‘T'ippoo was employed in changing the front of his army to the left, 
covering his left flank with the’ fteep hill, which had been in his rear, and his 
right flank with the Ravine, which ran along his former front. 

The dilpofition on our fide for aétion could only be made on the afcent of the 
heights, to the fummit of which the enemy’s detachment was then movingy 
and from which it was abfolutely neceffary to diflodge it before I could attack 
their main body. 

Our march was therefore continued in that direftion acrofs the valley 
through which ran a Continuation of the Ravine which covered the enemy’s 
might; but owing to the depth of that Ravine, the weak {tate of the gun-bul- 

tocks, and the near approach of a large body of the enemy’s horfe, that, though 
repulfed in feveral attempts, appeared to be prepared to take advantage of the 
leat diforder in any of our battalions, it was upwards of two hours after the 
paflage of the head of the column before the whole infantry could crofs to the 
fame fide of the Ravine with the enemy, aad confequently before the difpofition 
for a€tion could be completed ; and during that time we fuffered fome iofs from 
the guns on the height, oppofite to the head of the column, and were feverely 
galled by a well direéted though diftant fire from the artillery of the enemy's 
main body, which had formed nearly paralell to the direction of our 
march. 

Under thefe difficulties, and under the difadvantages of the want of all fa- 
tisfaétory local information beyond what could be-feen, of the intended field of 
ba:tle, and of the adjoining country, nine battalions were formed oppofite to 
the enemy’s main body, in a firft line, under the command of Major General 
Meadows, and Licutenant Colonel Stuart; four battalions in a fecond line, un- 
der Lieutenapt Colonel Harris, and five under Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, 
were deftined for the attack of the encmy’s corps upon the fummit of the hill 
vpon our right. 

This attack had been unavoidably poftponed until the other parts of the dif- 
pofition could be made, and by that means Tippoo fhould be effe€tually awed 


and prevgnted from making any attempt on the flank or rear of thofe troops 
whi 
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whilft they were moving forward to drive his detachment from theig 
pott. 
@ur own cavalry and the Nizam’s horfe were left out of the reach of the 
¢annonade on the defcent of the rifing ground on the oppofiie fide of the Ra- 
vine, in readinefs to take advantage of any confufion they might obferve in the 
enemy’s army, and orders were given to Lieutenant Cclone! Maxwell, after 
fucceeding in his attack, to leave onlya fuflicient force to retain potietiion of 
the fummit of the hil’, and to advance immediately with the remainder of his 

7 





corps, and endeavour to poffefs himfelf of the mountains which covered the lei 
flank of the main army of the enemy. 

A rocky height aftorded confidgrable prateétion to the troops from the 
enfilade from the hill on our right, during the time that was neceflarily em- 
ploved in making the d'f{pofition and forming the lines; which being accom- 
plithed, } began the a@tion by ordering Lieutenant Colonel Maxweil’s corps to 
attack the hill on our right, and, poon obferving that he had, without much 
fofs or difficulty, completely fucceeded, I moved forward with the main 
body of the army, aud the aétion foon became general along the whols 
front. 

The enemy’s cavalry, that had harraff:d us, and frequently attempted to 
break in upon the infantry whil@ the column was pafling the Ravine, made nip 
ttand after we were prepared to advance, part of it ret-eating to che weftward 
of the ridge on which the Carigut Pagoda ftands, with the infantry that had 
been driven from the hill by Licutenant Colonel Maxwell, and the remainder 
fafling into the rear of the main army. 

Their infantry, on this occafion, fhewed a much better countenance than 
vfual, which perhaps may be principally attributed to Tippoo’s own prefenc? 
and exertions amongft them; but in a fhort time, they began to waver, and 
foon after, upon the cavalry, moving towards their t, and three battalions 
of Lieutenant Colonel Maxwel’s corps acvancing rapidly to gain the heights on 
their left, they entirely gave way. 

At this moment our own cava'ry made a gallant charge ; but, after difper- 
fing and almoft deftroying afmall body of infantry that made a very determined 
refiftance, were foon obliged to fall back, from a move. confiderable body ot 
infantry, that had rallied and made a ftand on a fpace of broken ground cx- 
tremely difadvantageous for cavalry ; and at the moment of their retreat. and 
whilft the whole of our firft line was impeded by it, the Nizam’s horfe, which 
had foliowed Colonel! Floyd acrofs the Ravine, with very good intentions, but 
very injudicioufly, threw themfelves in an unwcildy mafs, into the fron 
of our left wing, on apiece of ground fo rugged and rocky, as well as fo nea: 
to the enemy's ba'teries on the ifland of Seringapatam, that they could not a¢t 
with efficacy in front, and contiaued to prevent our line of infantry from 
advancing, by which means an invaluable, though fhort {pace of time was loit 
which enabled the enemy to avail themfelves of the vicinity of the batteries 
upon the ifland, and, by retreating to their proteétion in the utmoft confufion, 
to fave their army from entire deftruétion. 

Fatigued and exhaufted as the troops were by the badnefs of the night, the 
tedioufnets of the march, and by their long and extraordinary exertions during 
an exceffive hot day, and coyered, as the beaten enemy were, by the works on 
the ifland and by the guns of the fort, nothing more could then be attempted ; 
and the army accordingly, after the arrival cf the tents from Arrakerry, er- 
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camped juft beyond the reach of the cannon on the ifland, and nearly on the 
ground upon which the action had terminated, 

Three of the enemy’s guns were taken on the hill that was attacked by the 
corps under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell; and one gun, with 
agreat number of ftandards and colours, were taken from their main body. 
Their lofs in men was very confiderable, byt the number could not be afcere 
tained. 

It may probably appear to you, and to-any ocher perfon unacquainted with 
the peculiar fityation of Seringapatam, that, after having defeated the enemy’s 
army, I might have proceeded to the attack of the place, without lofing time. 
or putting myfelf to any material inconvenience, to form a junétion with Ge- 
neral Abercromby; but even if I had thought the heavy guns that I had 
brought with me fufficient for the fiege, I could not there, as at Bangalore, 
choofe my point of attack, and keep my army in a compa¢t ftate to refift the 
whole torceof theenemy, and defend my approaches. In order to befiege the 
fort, it would have been neceflary to force my paflage over to the ifland; and 
this can only be done on the north fide, oppofite to the Carrigut Pagoda, where 
is a good ford, at the diftance of more than.a mile from the tort; for the ford 
onthe fouth fide is not only very rugged and difficult, but is likewife com- 
manded within 700 yards, by the works. or Seringapatam, and- the bridge, 
which is ftill ftanding on that fide, is immediately under the guns of the 
f lace. 

‘Lhe ground on the fouth fide rifes gradually from the river; and, as Tippoo 
would certainly have croffed over with his ariny to that fide, as foon as he faw 
my batteries in tufficient forwardnefs to enable me to force the paflage of the 
northern ford, 1 fhould have been expofed, on getting upon the ifland, toa crofs 
fire from the foit and from the enemy’s army, which would not only have ren- 
dered it impoffibie for me to attempt the fiegey but would probably have obiiged 
me to abandon the ifland with confiderable lois. 

It was therefore necefiary, before any attempt could be made upon the 
ifland, that a force, able to refift the attack of ‘Tippoo’s whole army, fhould be 
ftationed on the fouth fide of the river, which could only be efteéted by my 
joining tome gf my battalions to the corps under General Abercromby ; and J 
therefore determined, after allowing the troops to recover themfelves a little 
from their fatigues, by an ha!t of two days on the field of battie, to proceed to 
the Kanambaddy ford, according to my former intention. 

The foil of all the parts of the Mytore country, that I have feen, is in ge- 
neral dry, and by nature unfruitful, and fuftenance either for men or animals, 
can only be raifed upon it by a moft perfevering induftry in its inhabitants-; but 
the country adjoining to Seringapatam: is peculiarly rugged and barren. The 
mountains are immenfe bare rocks, and the lower grounds are fo thin in foil, 
and fo univerfally and clofely covered with large loofe ftones, that no confidere 
able produce can be raifed from them by the exertions of any degree of induftry 
whatever. 

The utmoft pains had likewife been taken by the enemy, during the two 
preceeding months, to deftroy all the villages, and every particle of forage and 
provifion belonging to the inhabitants, within a circuit of feveral miles; and 
fo thofe circumftances, of fo much difadvantage to the operations of the army, 
was to be added the premature fetting-in of the Monfoon, near a month before 
the ufual period ; and, by the united operations of the caufes that I have ftated, 
we had not only, during the fix or eight preceeding days, fuffered very confi- 
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derable loffes amongft our draft and carriage eattle, but the greatett part of thofe 
which furvived, were at this time reduced to a very weakly condition. 

We were obliged to make fo great a detour, that we could only reach the 
Kanambaddy ford in two marches ; and as the face of the country is exceed « 
ingly uneven and hilly, interfeéted with a number of deép ravines, and the road 
for the heavy guns was to be made the whole way by our own pioneers, thefe 
marches were found fo difficult, that, notwithftanding the preffure for time, 
I was forced to halt one day, after the firft march, by the draft cattle having 
been completely exhaufted in accomplifhing of it. 

Confiderable detachments of troops were ordered to attend, and affift the hea- 
vy guns on the fecond days march; but the bullocks were fo extremely re- 
duced, that, even with the aid of the foldiers at the drag ropes, their progrefs 
was fo tedious, that the body of the army was upwards of twelve hours in 
marching as many miles, and the rear guard did not reach the encampment near 
the ford till nine o’clock in the evening of the 2oth of May. 

it was not, however, till after I had received the reports from the different 
departments on the following morning, of the general wretched condition of 
the public cattle in the army, that I faw the impoffibility of moving the hea- 
vy guns and the ftores frem the {pot where they then were, and that it became 
neceflary for me to decide on relinquifhing entirely the profecution of the plan 
for the campaign, in which General Abercromby had been inftruéted to co~ 
operate. I then loft no time in communicating my determination to Genera} 
Abercromby, who had advanced as far as Periapatam 3 and I direéted him, 
after defcending the Ghaut with the troops under his command, to pat them 
into cantonments on the coaft of Malabar, during the rains, and uatil the pros 
per feafon fhould return for re-commencing our operations. 

The effeéts of feveral circumftances, from which we have already fuffered 
many inconveniences, prefied upon us particularly hard at this junéture 5 and 
none more than the conduét of. the Nizam’s cavalry, who were now, if 
poffible, more inactive and more inattentive to my requifitions than 
ever. 

Far from rendering the fervices that I had expected from fo numerous and 
powerful a body of horie, in facilitating our foraging, and in covering extenfive 
traéts of country, from which our followers, as well as themfelves, might have 
obtained confiderable fupplies of provifion, they had, regardlefs of my remon- 
ftrances, fince the commencement of oyr march from Bangalore, hardly ever 
fent a detachment beyond tte piquets of our infantry, and had perfevered jn 
exhaufting the {mall {tock of forage and provifion, which, in fpite of the devaf- 
tation made by the enemy, was generally found within the bounds «f the en- 
campment, and which, if we had not been encumbered with them, we could 
have commanded for the ufe of own army. 

By this extraordinary degree of obftinate fupinenefs, that large body of men, 
with their horfes and numerous followers, about this time, experienced the 
fevereft diftreffes from fearcity ; and the vaft multitude of people belonging to 
our army, for whom it is impoffible for the public tocarry a ftock of provifionsy 
were reduced to nearly the fame fituation. Rice became fo dear in the Bu- 
zars, that cither the prefflure of hunger, or the temptation of the extravagant 
prices, proved too powerful againft all precaution that could be taken, and oc- 
cafioned depredations of the grain that had been provided and brought with us 
to fuppiy the fighting men of the army, to fo alarming anextent, that the ap+ 
prehention-that there would be a want of grain for the foldiers, long sae? the 
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ftores that had been provided for them ought to be expended, operated power- 
fully, with other reafons, to force me to fall hack to Bangalore. 

Urgent, however, as our own neceffities were to move nearer to our fupplies, 
I con not leave ‘lippoo at liberty to employ his whole force againft General 
Abercromby ; and, therefore, refolyed to remain in my pofition near the ford, 
which held the main body of the enemy’s army in check, at Seringapatam, un~ 
til I fhonid have reafon to believe that General Abercromby was out of all dan- 
ger of being interrupted in his retreat by Tippoo’s either marching in perfony or 
confiderab!y reinforcing the corps which J knew he had detached againft himy 
but whieh alone was not of fuffcient frength to make me apprchend that it 
could give General Abercromby any material moleftation, 

In the mean time 1 gave directions to burft eleyen heavy guns, eight cigh- 
teen, and three twenty-four pounders, to bury or deftroy the military ftores 
that could pot be carried with us, and to deliver nearly the whole of the rice in 
our pofleffion tothe troops, which, on a calculation of eafy marches, would have 
been fufficient to fubfift them untilthey thould arrive at Bangalore: meafures 
which had now become the more indefpenfibly neceffary, as in addition to the 
loffes of public cattle that we had fuffered from the caufes that ] have men- 
tioned, an epidemical diforder, not uncommon in this country, had broke out 
amongft them, and had carried off feveral thoufands in a few days, 

Having remained long enough to give ample time to General Abercromby to 
fall back from Periapatam, I moved from my encampment near the ford the 
moraing of the 26th, with the intention to proceed to Bangalore, and to employ 
afew months in refrefhing and refitting the army, and to take every other 
neceflary preparation for refuming our operations again{t the enemy’s capital, 
as foon as the rivers fhould fubfide, unlefs Tippoo, in the mean time, fhould 
agree to make fuch conceffions as the confederates might reafonably think they 
had aright to exaét from hin. 

Upon reaching the ground that had been fixed upon for the firft day’s en- 
camipment, I was told, to my great furprife, that fome Mahratta meffengers had 
arrived to inform me that the two Mahratta armies, under the command of 
Tiurry Punt and Perteram Bhow, were at no great diftance from us, and that 
their advanced corps undey Appa Saheb, Perferam Bhow’s fon, was almoft in 
fight. 

I had forfome weeks before given up all hopes of being joined by the Mah- 
rattas, with whofe dilatory conduét I was much diffatisfied ; and although 
} fow that their jun@tion at this critical time would be attended with many ad- 
vantages to the common caufe, I could not help lamenting, as not only our hea- 
vy guns were now deftroyed, but General Abercromby’s corps had aétually de- 
4cended the Ghauts, that by their tardinefs in commencing their march, and 
trom my having been deprived of a!l knowledge of their approach by the vigi- 
jance of the enemy’s light troops, and the inaétivity of the Nizam’s cavalry, an 
opportunity was loft which could not now be recalled,to drive the enemy’s whole 
army, thathad fo recently been humbled by a defeat, and would not have 
dared to keep the field, into the ifland of Seringapatam; where its diftreffes mutt 
goon have reduced Tippoo to the neceffity of fubmitting to the terms of peace 
that we might have prefcribed to him. 

I took meafures, however, immediately for fixing as early a day as poflible 
for an interview with the chiefs, which, by a movement of both armies, took. 
place three days after ; and as it was of great confequence to cultivate a good 
pnderttanding with them, I faid very little on the juft grounds which I had to 
complain of the latenefs of their arrival, and contented myfelf, at the firft meet- 
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ing, with obtaining a knowledge of the nature of their inftructions, and of their 
future intentions. 

They made the moft explicit deelarations, that they were ordered by the 
Pefhwa, and that it was equally their own inclinations, to act entire'y in con- 
cert with me; andin the courfe of twoor three conferences, it was not only 
fettled that all the confederate forces fhould keep the field in the Myfore coun- 
try, during the rains, but they alfo acquiefced in a general arrangement that J 
propofed for the difpofition of the armies, the principal objects ot which were 
to give me an eafy and fafe communication with the Carnatic, to enable me to 
draw from thence the fupplies of artillery and flores that would be neceffary for 
profecuting the operations of the enfuing campaign, to fubfift the allied armies, 
as much as might be poffible, at the expence ot the enemy, aud to endeavour to 
deprive him of the revenues and refources of ali the northern parts of his do- 
minions. 

Having ftated to the Mahratta Chiefs the danger of attempting to maintain 
the communication with their own country, by their route to the weftward of 
Chittledroug, by which Perferam Bhow had marched from Durwar, they 
agreed to rclinquith it, and to be fatisfied with that of Sera and Roydroug, 
which I recommended as preferable, on condition that I would delay my mareh 
to the eaftward untill all their detachments, which Perferam Bhow had left 
upon his route, could join the army, or be fent back acrofs the Zumbuddra ; 
to which, upon their affurances that we fhould be able to purchafe from the 
grain-deaiers attached to them, a fufficicnt quantity of grain to fubfift our 
troops and followers for fome time to come, 1 contented. 

In order, therefore, to efteét thefe purpofes, we halted frequently, and hav- 
ing, foon after the jun@tion of the Mahrattas, fent back to the Nizam all thofe 
et his troops that had, either fiom the lois or the weaknefs of their hories, be- 
come unfit for fervice, the confederate force moved together gradually, though 
Slowly, towards Bangalore; and upon our arrival within about twenty miles of 
that place, it was thought advifeable to acquiefce in Perferam Bhow’s withes to 
move with the army under his own immediate command towards Sera, to fecure 
that cotomunication, and to pafiéfs himfe!f of the adjoining country, according 
to the plan that had beenarranged, Hurry Punt, with his divifion and the Ni- 
zam’s cavalry, remaining with.our army. 

After drawing from Bangalope four hcavy guns, and a fupply of provifions, 
I inarched from the neighbourhood of that place, on the 15th of July towards 
Oxffore, a fortrefs upon which Tippoo had bettewed much labour and expences 
but which, though in a very defenfible ftatc, was not completely finifhed. The 
garrifon abandoned the,place on the approach of a detachment that f had fent 
forward to inveft and {ummon it ; but they at the fame time fprung a mine un- 
der one of the battalions that did confiderable damage, and attempted, though 
urfuccefstully, ta. blow up the powder magazine. 

Contormable to my plan, I placed the heavy guns and the fpare ftores and 
provifions iy .the fort of Ouffore, with a good garrifon, and the damage occa- 
fioned by the.explofion, was ordered to be repaired with all pofiible expedition 5 
a ttrong efcort was at the fame time fent to bring a large convoy of various 
kinds of fupplies from Amboor. 

On the 18th of July the army marched to fupport a brigade that 1 had de- 
tached to eudeavour to reduce the hi!! forts adjoining to the Polycode Pais (by 
tar the eafiett and beit in the whole range of mountains that divide the My- 
duce country from the Carnatic) and in a few days we were fortunate enough, 
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ed behaviour of our troops, and the pufitanimity cf the garrifon 
to obtain pofledion of a fuficient number of thofe fmall, but exceeding ftrong 
places, to afford confiderab!e proteétion to the march of our convo ¥5s aud to 
ler it hazardous aud difficait fur the eusmy to feud troops into the Bara- 
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maui. 

I conceive itto be needlefs to trouble you with a detail of the preparations 
that will be rude in the courts of the next two m maths for infuring fuccefs to 





the pian of operations for tie enfuing campaiga, which will be nearly fimilar to 
and fhall therefore content mytelf with 
to render them com- 





that whica was iatended for the lait; 
aiiuring you, that no exertions of mine fhall be wanung 
*pieat; and that J-have an entire confidence in meccing with the mo‘t thoroug 
fupport from all your governments. 
it would bein.van to fuppofe that we fhould remain Jong undifturbed by an 
aneneny foab!e and afive as Tipp. 90: but although, from the immenfe ex - 
f i>fiions and pofts, it may be impoftible ti to prevent him from gain- 
ui vantages during the period that we are reitrained from. carry- 
on five operations. truit it will not be in his power to do any thing 
which can either materially ai or im; pede the execution cf our main ob- 














j Cts. 
’ He has lately, as Ihad long expe&ted, made an attempt to difturb the coun- 
7 barore and,our fouchern PIOVINCEDy in which he had been com- 
1 by the gallantry and good condus t of the officers in this quar- 
has been fuccefsful rout:ng a fail detachmeut of irregularss : 
vhicl cram Bhow had Icfi at a great di@ance fromihe army, to blockade 
the hill fort of Madgheri, not far from Seva. I cannot fay that I was much 
urprifed atthis accident; and indecd, notwithManding my repeated recom- 
mendatious to rae to be cautious in detaching, and to avoid bad and diftant 
tsy they are fo apt to deviate from fyftem in the execution of any plan, that 
1 ain afraid the “mutt teel the iH coi feanenees of improvident conduct ftill 
more, feverely before I fhall be able complete] y to command their atten- 
TlONe 
The inconveniencies which the expence of this war muft occafion to your 
finances, have’ given me the moft fincere concern ; but, on the other hand; 
itis a fource of fatisfattion to myfclf, as it muft be to every other perfon who 
teels forthe intereft and honour of the Company, and the nation, that there is 
at prefent a favourable profpect that it will be terminated with valuable acquifi- 
tions to the Company, and to the other Members of the Confederacy ; and 
with the humiliation of a Prince, who forced us to draw the fword ty a wanton 
violation of a folemn treaty, and whofe overgrown power, directed by a perfi- 
dious ahd becharems difpofition, and by a fpirit of infatiable ambition, has fie- 
quently given juit cante of alarm for the fafety of your poffeffions in this par 
of India, and has rendered him an objet of the utmoit térror to all his other 
neighbou's. 
| Impelled, however, as Iwas, by the confideraticn of the ftate of your finan- 
ces, to put fomeihing to the hagard, | in atte mpting to bring the war toa 
conclufion, the inti; mation that I had reeeived of the fituation of political a 
in Europe operated aifo {trongly to induce me to make an effort to reduce the 
enemy’s capital, aud by that means intirely break his powcr, before the fetting 
in of the periodical rains; and aichough a number of circumi{tances combined 
to countera@t my endcavour to fhorten in that manner the « ‘uratis m of the war 
yet, whilft the failure has refleéted no difgrace upon the Britith arms, the at- 
tempt 
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tempt has in other repeéts produced many folid advantages to the comrticn 
caufe, and without having been attended with any material addition to tbe ex- 
pences which we mutt neceffarily have incurred if the army had, dung the 
fame period, remained in a ttatéof inaétivity. 

1 have reafon to be perfuaded that ali inttances on my part would have been 
incffe@tual, and that nothing but an zpprehenfion that their interefts might 
fuffer by their not being prefent at the reduction of Serimgapatamy cou'd have 
prevailed upon both the Mahratta Chiefs to leave in other hands the colle@tion 
of the revenues inthe enemy’s fertile northern dominions that they had over- 
run, and to advance fo rapidiy to the fouthward toform a junétion with me ; 
and it is in confequence of that junction, and of their havitig con fetited to rc- 
main with their numerous and powertul cavalry to act in concert with us, that 
we have been able, for fo long 4 period, to hem Tippoo with his army, into 2 
very circumifcribed fpace, and to deprive him of all revenue’ or fupplies of any 
kind from the greate(t part of his extenfive territories. 

At the fame time that we fuffered the greateft inconvenience from the in- 
activity of the Nizam’s cavalry, and ¥ exprefied my diffatisfaction, in the 
ttrongeit terms, at the behaviour of the chiefs, I was perfe@tly fenftble; that 
even their p efence contributed to awe the enemy, and was otherwife of value; 
as being a proof of the ftrong connection of the Confederacy; aud F faw no 
ground to impute biame to his Highnefs on their account, in any other fhape, 
than that of want of judgment in placing at the head of fo large a portion of 
his forees, fucha mati as Rajah ‘Teigewunt; who is deftitutey to an uncommon 
degree, of almoft every quality which a military commander ought to poflefs ; 
and in eniploying fevera! Chief's under himy whos from their rank and fuperior 
military experience, muft naturally become Kis advifers, or have great influence 
with him, but on whofe honour and fidelity his Highnefs fhould not have 
placed a dependance. } Q 

T have, from time to time, conveyed thefe feritimerits to the Nizam and his 

Minifter, in the moft explicit terms, and I have every reafon to be fatisfied 
with the impreffions that my reprefentations have made upon them; for, int 
eérder to remedy the defeéts of which I have complained, and render the fervices 
of his troops more efficacions in future, he has promifed to fend his fecond fong 
Secunder Jah, with the Minifter, Azeem ul Omrah, to command them j and 
he has given me the ftrongeft affurances, through Meer Allum, who lately ar- 
rived in camp, that the Prince and the Minifter, with all the intended reinforces 
ments, in which the Company’s battalions in his pay will be ineluded, fhally 
conformable to my defire, join me before the end of the month of Qc- 
tober. 
Reduced as Tippoo’s refources now are, and diminifhed ane difpirited as his 
army muft be by our repeated fucceffes, there can be little doubt of his beitig 
defirous of peace; but I have not yet difcovered any clear fymptoms of his 
haughty mind being prepared to fubmit to the terms which the allies, from a 
confideration of their future fafety, and of their right to expeét fome compete 
fation for their lofies and expences, will think it neceffary to impofe upon 
him. 

After having been equally unfuccefsful with the Pefhwa and the Nizam, as 
with myf.lf, in frequent attempts, during the Jaft three or four months, to’ 
create jealoufies among rhe Confederates, by propofing te open feperate negotias 
tions with them, withoutadmitting his knowledge of the nature of the conte - 
deracy, he at laft thought proper to camply with my recommendations to ad 
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drefs himfelf, at the fame time to the three powers, and to requeft permiffion 
to fend a Vackcel to treat with them colleétively, 

Permiffion was accordingly granted; but as the Vackeel preferred claims 
refpecting the forms of his public reception, and the more of opening the nego- 
tiation, which could not, without the greateft impropriety, be complied with, 
and from which he declared his inftru€tions did not authorize him to recede, 
it was thought moft advifeable by Hurry Punt and Meer Allum (who are in- 
vefted with full powers from their refpe€tive governments) as well as myfelf, 
that he fhould be reaveited, after having given hima few days for confideration, 
to return to his mar, and he accordingly procecded to him, from Bangalore, 
on the24th of Jaft month. — 

We have not yet reczived any further meflage from Tippoo ; but I think it 
highly probable, that he will foon renew his propofitions for opening a negetia- 
tion, and fhould he at any time appear to be ferioufly difpofed to acquiefce in 
terms of accomodation, which a regard for your honour and interefts, as well as 
thofe of the allies, will render it incumbent vpon us to demand, the ftrongeft 
confiderations, both public and private, will infure my moft cordial exertions to 
bring this contcft toa {peedy couclufion. 

I muft however confefsy that although it may be pofMible that, in cafe of his 
other fchemes being unfuccefsful, he may fee the neceflity of fubmitting to 
our dematds, before the Confederate forces fhall be completely ready to move 
again towards his capital, yet I fee no good reafon to believe that he has any 
other defign, at prefent, than that of endeavouriug to difunite the Confede- 
rates by underhand intrigues amongit them; and I shall certainly, therefore, 
not relax, in the {malleft degree, in forwarding the neceflary preparations, to 
enable me as foon as the feafon will permit, to refume the moft vigorous pro- 
fecution of offenfive operations. ; 

You are fo well informed, by your own records, of the characters and difpo+ 
fitions of our allies, that I need hardly ftate to you, that in tranfacting bufinefs 
with people differing fo much from ourfelves in language, manners and cuftoms, 
many difficulties are unavoidably experienced ; and I fhall only affure you, 
that neither temper nor perfeverance fhall be wanting, on my part, to preferve 
union among the different Members of the Confederacy, and to draw the ut- 
moft exertion that may be pratticable from them, for promoting the genera! 
profperity. 

I have thought it my duty to give you the above gener. . statement of the oc~ 
currences of the laftcampaign, and of our prefent fituation; and, before 1 
conclude this ietter, I muft, in juftice to the officers and foldiers, both of the 
King’s and Company’s troops, who compofe this army, give my public tefti- 
mony, that, during the courfe of the campaign, waich, from a concurrence 
of circumftances has been fingularly arduous, they have manifefted patience 
under fatigue and fcarcity, gallantry in actien, and a general fpirit of zeal for the 
honour and interefts of their country to an extent which, in my opinion, has 
never been exceeded by any troops whatever, and which gives them a juft 
claim to the warmeft and moft fubftantial marks of your approbation, 

I have ordered the Adjutant General, who is gone for the recovery of hi: 
health to Madrafs, to fend returns of the lofs of His Majefty’s and the Hon- 
ourable Company’s troops in killed and wounded, during the laft campaign : 
and Captain Kyd, Surveyor General on the Bengal eftablifhment, who as ac- 
sompanied.me on this fervice, will tranfmitto you by my direction, tketche: 
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the country about Bangalore and Seringapatam, of the attion of thé seth sé 
May, and of the marches of rhe army from the 5th of February to tite 30th 
of Auguft. As this latter wiil be an ufeful geographical document; J thuuld 
recommend its being fent to Major Rennel. 
} have the honour to be, 
With the greateft refpedt; 
Honourab.e Sirs, 
Your moft obedient and humble fervant, 
COKNWALLIS 
Camp near Bangalores 
Septe 7) 179% 





sa 2 T's S. 
The Lady of Samuel Thornton, Efg; a fun. Mrs. Metcalf, Portlatid-plieey 
a daughter. 


MARRIAGES; 


Sir Henry Haper, Bart. to Mifs Hawkinss Sir Andrew M’Lean, Bart. to’ 
Mrs. Willoughby, Widow. The Right Hon. the Lady Mary Fane. youuget 
daughter of the late Ear] of Weftmoreland, to George Fludyer, Efg; Member fer 
Chippenham. 


DEATHS OF DIGNIFIED AND. REMARKABLE PERSONAGES: 


The Rev. John Richardfon, M. A, late of St. John’s College, Oxrord, who 
for many years was joined with the late John Wefley, one of the peoplé called 
Methodifts. ‘The Right Hon. Sir Eardiy Wilmot. Fredirick George Byron, 
Efq; nephew to Lord Byron, ard the Countefs Dowager of Carlifle: Mr. 
Thomas Porter, the oldeft Mafter in his Majey’s Navy. Lady Gordod, wi- 
dow of the late Sir John James Gordon, James Ewart, Efq; late Plenipoten- 
tiary at theCourt of Berlin. Mr. Benbow, baker, Worcefter ; he eat a hearty 
fupper in good health and inftantly expired. At Kew, Mrs. Thirkell. Sir 
Thomas Cave, Part. at his feat at Stanford.hall, in Leicefterfhire; M. P. for 
that County. Suddenly at Kenfington, afcer teaching the young gentlemen at 
the Prince of Wale’s Academy,Mr, Crefwick, teacher of Elocution, and many 
years a refpectable Performer at the London, York, and other Theatres. Mr, 
Creiwell was the original Beau Mordecai in Macklins Lovea la Mode. 


Be eke be coe 
Benjamin Hobley, Gofwell Street, back-maker. Henry Bonner, Red-Lion 
Street, corn-chandler. James Rofs, Gracechurch Street, merchant. James 
‘Tunnicliffe, Leuneeftoun, Cornwall, linnen draper. ‘Thomos Bradley, Almond- 
bury, York, merchant. John Watts, High Street, Mary-le-bane, mariner. 


nd 


ttt The extreme length of Eaft India Intelligence from the Gaxctte prevents 
our noticing the wery fuceefsful and pleafirg Comedy, extitld Tux Roav 10 
Ruin. 
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